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Archaeological Palaces of the Belgian 

community In Heliopolis during the first half of 

the twentieth century

(Historical And Architectural Study) 

 

Abstract:  

     Egypt inhabited many foreign communities, 

which later became part of the components of 

Egyptian society and merged with it,
 
The Belgian 

community is one of the most important 

communities that lived in Egypt and left a great 

impact on it,
 
Despite the small number of members 

of this community, they found in Egypt a suitable 

environment for investment and expansion of their 

activities, and they were encouraged to do so by 

the system of foreign privileges and facilities that 

paved the way for them and other foreigners at that 

time. 
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Perhaps one of the most important achievements of 

the Belgian community in Egypt is the 

establishment of the Heliopolis suburb, the city 

established by Baron Empain - a Belgian national - 

in the desert of Egypt to the north-east of the city 

of Cairo,
 
The baron was known for his love and 

association with the Egyptian civilization, so he 

bought land in that area at a cheap price,
 
And he 

established the "Egypt Electric Railways and Ain 

Shams Oasis" company, which reconstructed the 

suburb, and established a city with integrated 

facilities and infrastructure, and connected the 

suburb to Cairo with tram and metro lines. 

     in the new city, the company established 

housing at prices that suit different classes, as well 
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as places for entertainment and entertainment 

(clubs - amusement parks (luna park) - a 

hippodrome),
 
The company's work in construction 

and reconstruction extended to the establishment of 

hotels, the most important of which was the 

"Heliopolis Palace" hotel (now the Etihad Palace), 

which was one of the greatest hotels in the Middle 

East at that time. 

     The Baron established a residence for himself in 

the suburb, where he built an elegant palace "The 

Baron's Palace", which came in the unique Indian 

style. The company also built a great palace for 

Sultan Hussein Kamel "Sultana Malak Palace" 

after his wife's name . 

 Key words:    

(Heliopolis- Barom Empain- Belgian) 
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