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The Significance of Early Intervention Programs and Their
Availability in Developing Language Skills among Children
with Down Syndrome

Nouf Abdullah Almalki, Nabil bin Sharaf al-Maliki
Special Education, College of Education, King Saud University.
ABSTRACT:

This study aimed to identify the degree of significance of early
intervention programs in the development of language skills, the extent
to which early intervention programs provide services in the
development of language skills, and the most important proposals and
recommendations to decision-makers, which help in solving problems
that early intervention programs may encounter in developing language
skills for children with syndrome Down. The current study used the
descriptive survey method. The study population represents all service
providers for children with Down syndrome, in pre-school educational
institutions in the city of Riyadh, as well as governmental and non-
governmental early intervention centers (private centers and charities)
for children with Down syndrome from birth until the age of six. The
results of the research revealed that early intervention programs identify
the language needs of a child with Down syndrome, and the
significance of preparing an individual family plan for the language
skills of a child with Down syndrome. The study also portrayed the
need to pay attention to service coordination between early intervention
centers and ministries concerned with providing services to children.
There are shortcomings in providing early intervention programs for
infants through home visits, and in providing language and speech
services to the child in his natural environment (home), but it is often
provided through educational institutions or centers specializing in
providing language and speech services or clinics specialized.

Keywords: Early Intervention Programs, Children's Language Skills,
Down Syndrome.
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