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Quarries in Aswan Governorate:
From the Perspective of Economic Geography

By
Muhammad Ahmed Ali Suleiman
Lecturer of economic geography, Institute of African Research and

Studies and Nile Basin Countries - Aswan University

Abstract:

Quarries represent an important economic resource that can be exploited and
converted into commodities and products with economic returns. Aswan Governorate
is famous for its production of many quarry ores associated with its formation with
igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rocks. Eight types of ores are extracted from
the governorate’s 186 quarries in 2020 AD: Granite, Marble, Limestone, Sandstone,
Bull Clay, Aswan Clay, Sand Construction, Gravel.

The current study aims to identify the geographical distribution pattern of the
governorate’s quarries, analyze the geographical factors affecting their exploitation,
identify the most important industries based on them, diagnose the problems they
face, and develop appropriate proposals to solve them.

In order to achieve its objectives, the study used the descriptive and analytical
approaches, as well as the historical and fundamentalist approach. It reached several
results, most notably: the concentration of 82.2% of the total number of governorate
quarries in the center of Aswan, the superiority of individuals over companies in the
ownership of quarries, the suitability of climatic conditions for the practice of
quarrying activity most months of the year, and the presence of problems that hinder
the exploitation of quarries such as: the high value of the annual license, and the
increase in burdens The financial burden on the owners of the quarries, the low
wages of workers in the quarries, and the lack of health and social care for them.

The study recommended setting up a database for quarries, activating the role of
the Investors Association in providing technical support services in the field of
quarrying, and attracting more investments. To establish industries on the raw
materials that the province is famous for, and to establish logistical support areas
near the quarries.

Keywords: :Aswan Governorate, Quarries, Quarrying, Quarry Ores, Granite.
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