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Autobiographical Discourse in Jalal Amin’s Book
“What Life Has Taught Me?”: A Study on the
Aesthetic of Cultural Patterns

Dr. Abdullah Muhammad Kamel Abdul Ghany
Lecturer of Modern Arabic Literature
Faculty of Arts, Damietta University

Abstract

The present paper explores the influence of the Cultural
Patterns on Jalal Amin’s autobiography “What Life has Taught
Me?”. It investigates how these cultural patterns shapes Amin’s
distinctive narrative style. The analytical scrutiny of this research
tackles the cultural patterns presented in the text concerned in this
study through a cultural criticism approach. Tackling the cultural
patterns through a critical criticism approach, the present researcher
presumes, would be of a great benefit, adding richness, depth and
insight to the analytical debate.

The study presents a synopsis of Amin’s aforementioned
autobiography exploring its stance on the literary map in general. It
also attempts a joint analytical study of both the cultural patters and
criticism, while scrutinizing the diverse cultural patterns presented in
the concerned autobiography of this research, which was through
five points: First, the influence of monitoring and reflection patterns
on formulating social discourse, second: the impact of cognitive
pattern on the composition of cultural discourse, third: political
discourse and declaration pattern, fourth: academic pattern and
economic discourse, fifth: the systemic connotation of the linguistic
component. Furthermore, it inspects the direct and indirect influence
of these patterns on Amin’s autobiographical discourse.

Keywords: Cultural Criticism, Cultural patterns, Autobiography,
What Life has Taught Me? Jalal Amin.
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