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The International Protection of Children
in Armed Conflicts Under the Rules of the
International Humanitarian Law

Dr. Adb El-Kader Mahmoud
Summary

This study aims to investigate the international protection of children
during international armed conflicts in accordance with the rules of
International Humanitarian Law. This is due to the increasing violations
of children at the present time as a result of the expansion of international
and non-international armed conflicts, especially in the Arab world
which resulted in a daily death of children. It also aims to assess the

effectiveness of child protection in international charters.

This study falls into four sections. Section one explores the nature of
the child and the care guaranteed by the International Humanitarian Law
during armed conflicts; section two addresses the six violations that are
described by the United Nations as grave violations of children during
armed conflict; section three expresses the legal protection of children
during armed conflicts and the general and special protection afforded
by the international humanitarian law; section four deals with the ways
that can be used to protect children during armed conflicts, take action
to release and rehabilitate those children, put an end to impunity and

find a strict punishment for the perpetrators..

The result of the study concluded that there were many international
agreements and conventions that decided to protect children during
armed conflicts. These conventions require the development of a new
and comprehensive international convention governing children in

armed conflicts similar to the 1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child
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because the practical studies proved that there was a lack of protection
of children in Geneva Conventions ,1949. Therefore, the international
community needs to activate an international protection systems for

children during armed conflicts that currently assessed.

Key words: International Humanitarian Law- Child Recruitment-

Humanitarian aid- Armed conflicts- Geneva conventions of 1949.
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