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International Protection for Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs) According to the Public International
Law, an Analytical study

Dr.. Abdul Rahim Nasr Ahmed Gouda
Abstract:

This research paper explores the legal stance of the IDPs. It attempts
to shed light on this topic in both international charters and regional
agreements. The study acquires its importance from the aggravation of
the situation of the displaced persons worldwide due to the expansion of
the arena of conflicts, the increase of human rights violations, religious

and ethnical persecution, climate change and many other reasons.

The displaced issue constitutes the research problem with all the legal
and realistic hardships on all levels: international, regional and national.
This is owing to the discrepancy of IDPs from other categories. It is taken
into account that these IDPs do not enjoy international protection. They
are kept within the borders of their countries, and thus are subjected to
the laws of these states. Consequently, the international community is

fettered and unable to extend the help they need.

The paper highlights this topic on both the national and the
international scales. With the inadequacy of the Arabic specialized law
books in this respect, the study gains extra importance. The topic it
tackles is crucial both nationally and internationally. IDPs are not given
enough attention, nor do they enjoy the privileges of the refugees and the

immigrants.

This study adapts the analytical method. It describes the different
dimensions of the problem, analyzes and comments on them and exposes
the different opinions so as to reach a suitable formula for the problem of

the research and defines its essential parameters.
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Several conclusions have been reached, most eminent of which are as
follows: the inadequacy of the necessary protection for IDPs compared
to other groups like the refugees for example, the steady increase of
the IDPs due to the inability of the international community to iron
out the substantial causes of displacement and the non-existence of
an international legal document embracing a direct text assuring the
prohibition of involuntary or compulsory displacement. The last point is
considered to be the most jeopardizing legal gap in the case of displaced
persons along with the ineffectiveness of the right of repatriation

guaranteed in the majority of international rules.

Key Words: Public International Law, Internally Displaced Persons,
International humanitarian law, International human rights law, Guiding

Principles on Internal Displacement 1998.
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