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The symbol in the contemporary Urdu short story
between ambiguity of the signified and mechanisms of
interpretation: An empirical study on Musharraf
Ahmad’s WhenCities are Silent

Ikhlas Abdel-Fattah Abdel-Razek
Department of Urdu Language and Literature, Faculty of
Humanties, Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.
E-mail: ikhlasfuhail. 56 @azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
The symbol is an intellectual given that carries a cultural
dimension, often used by authors, especially in prose fictional
works as it is a tool by which the writer expresses his or her
very inner emotions.Hence, the symbol is an influential factor
in enriching the image, and in providing its dimensions with
new diverse horizons. It removes language from its primary
function, which is communication. The importance of the
subject is evident in the fact that the symbol is a state that
transcends the sensory reality to the very inner signs and the
hidden indications behind it; revealing the intuitive power of
symbols.Since the symbolic image moves from the implicit to
the realm of the mind and subconscious, so it is relatively
ideal.It relates to accurate and deep emotions and thoughts,
and the symbol carries philosophical dimensions and a
suggestive functions that readers should know.Among the
findings of the research: the storyteller used different types of
psychological, religious, historical and linguistic symbols in
the stories under study; in search of contents and forms; To be
an objective equivalent to what his thought stores, as the writer
succeeded in most of the group's stories in using the symbol
without exaggeration and drowning in ambiguity.
Keywords: Symbol, Contemporary short story, Musharraf
Ahmed, Mechanisms of interpretation, Ambiguity of the
signified
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