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The Poetic Deviation
in the Praise (Mad'ih) Discourse of Ibn Matrouh:
a Functional Stylistic Study
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The Poetic Deviation
in the Praise (Mad'ih) Discourse of Ibn Matrouh:
a Functional Stylistic Study
Ahmed Salah Muhammad Kamel

Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Arts, Minia University, Arab
Republic of Egypt
Email: ahmed.salah@mu.edu.eg

Abstract

After delving into the poetic praise discorse of Ibn Matrouh
adopting a functional stylistic approach, The researcher unveiled
the aesthetics of Ibn Matrouh's deviation, addressing the linguistic

and technical definitions of the concepts of poetics and deviation.

This study is subdivided in the light of three aspects:
Deviation at the structural level, deviation at the phonological level,
and deviation at the semantic level. The study concluded with a

number of findings, which can be summarized as follows:

1-The researcher has found that Ibn Matrouh’s stylistic
choices has established an elaborate reading of the self’s
relationship with its creativity, not at the level of portraying the
event and its formation, but in terms of the creative self’s ability to
opt for the linguistic channels of the praise discourse where the
selcetion settles upon the most appropriate linguistic materials for
expressing the self’s position on to whom the glorification is
dedicated. It also allows the recipient to witness the praised person
In various situations, which was reflected in the syntactic, phonetic

and semantic levels.

2-The structural deviation has served as a point of contact
between the poet and his recipient. The study brought to light the
effect of syntactic deviation through the departure from the
physical course of time in the formation of the sentence, and this
requires a recipient who is well acquainted with the grammatical
rules which he employs to infer the meaning. The researcher
divided the syntactic deviation into three phenomena which are
respectively: refrence switching, omission, Foregrounding and
backgrounding, which are all structural forms(John Cohen) or

deviations from the correct grammatical norms (Chomsky.)
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3-Reference switching is a salient characteristic of Ibn
Matrouh's praise discourse, as he attempted to capture the
psychological state of the recipient through various forms,
including: the switch from the third person pronoun to the second
person pronoun and the switch from the second person pronoun to
the first person pronoun. The purpose of refrence switching in any
of these types differed from one form to another, attracting the
attention of the recipient and appealing to his senses. Reference
switching has demonstrated the extent of overlap between the
syntactic construction and the textual vision. It became a marker of
the symbolism of the glorified person, indicating that he/she is a
desired possiblity and not an existing entity. This made the vision
transcends the relationship that confines it only to the recipient and
its creator, particularly given that the praised person of Ibn
Matrouh often comes in the form of the third person pronoun.
Here, the recipient does not encounter a fixed known celebrated
person, but rather an assumed vision of the praised person. A first
person prounoun might also exist, but not as a creator of the
portrayed image of the praised person, but as an explorer of the
priased one before the time of speaking. Furthermore, the presence
of the addressee in Matrouh's text is a hypothetical presence, as it is
an indefinite presence, so the speaker’s conscience invites the
addresse to help the former explore the vision, and this leads to
alleviating biased speech.
Keywords:Displacement, praise speech, functional stylistics.
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