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Competence of the Saudi Crown Prince in light of Royal
Decree No. A/61 dated 1/3/1444 AH and Its Impact on the
Basic Law of Governance

Ahmad Hassan Abdul Aleem Hassan Al-Khateeb,
Department of Public Law, College of Science and
Humanities, Shagra University, KSA.

Email: dr.ahmed@su.edu.sa

Abstract:

According to the Basic Law of Governance, the Crown
Prince is not exclusively assigned to specific tasks. Rather, the
basic law of governance requires that the Crown Prince be
fully devoted to the mandate of his position. However, the
king can grant him a set of specific powers that are
independent of the King. Thus, we find that the King has
considerable discretionary powers in determining the tasks
that can be assigned to the Crown Prince, because the basic
law of governance in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia does not
set any restrictions on the King’s exercise of his power to
assign the Crown Prince certain tasks. With the issuance of
Royal Decree No. A/61 dated 1/3/1444 AH, the matter
differed greatly, for the King has granted the Crown Prince
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the presidency of the Council of Ministers, as an exception to
Article 56 of the basic law of governance, and to the relevant
provisions of the Cabinet System. However, this applies only
when the King is not present since the sessions held in the
presence of the King are held under his presidency.

Key Words: Competence - Crown - Ministers - Royal - Order
- Basic - Authority - Executive.
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