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Documenting Islamic monuments in Cairo with photographs
(The case of the Italian photographer Beniamino Facchinelli and one of his
photographs as a model)
Ahmed Zahran Mahmoud Mansour
Archaeologist, Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, Egypt
ahmedzahranm@std.mans.edu.eg

Abstract: The invention of photographic technology in the nineteenth century AD was
one of the most important discoveries that contributed to a large number of fields, for
example, the study of antiquities, especially architectural ones, which had a large share
in the use of this technology because it helps in authentic documentation of antiquities
as a prominent source for study, examination, and comparison. The research begins with
an introduction to the history of photography and explicates its importance as a reliable
primary source in the study of antiquities. Further, it deals in some detail with the role
of the Comité de Conservation des Monuments de I'Art Arabe in the process of
documenting this heritage through systematic photography used by researchers,
scholars, and photographers prompted by the desire for the preservation of this Islamic
heritage towards recording it with their lenses. The research dealt in some detail with
the Italian photographer Beniamino Facchinelli, one of these professional photographers
with a vision and goal of recording the Islamic architectural heritage in Cairo, and one
of his photographs that records a rare example of a gate closing in the road and an
obsolete part of a reconstructed monument, as a model of the importance of these
photographs in archaeological studies.
Keywords: Photograph, Beniamino Facchinelli, trough, caravanserai, gate, lane, Sultan
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- Kitab waqf sultan Qayitbay, no. 886 'wqaf, It is dated on several dates, the last of
which is 18 Jumada al-Akhir 912 AH / 1506 CE.
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— Ahmd ibn 'Ali Al-Magqrizi, al-Mawa‘iz wa-al-I‘tibar bi-Dhikr al-Khitat wa-al-athar,

reviewed by Ayman Fu’ad Sayyid, London: Al-Furqan Islamic heritage foundation,
1995.

(i) Anadaall 1Al G3yetlly Aapdl WDy Litas Sl jead saoall bl el Wil e -
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— Alt Basha Mubarak, al-Khitat al-jadidah li-Misr al-Qahirah wa-muduniha wa-
biladiha al-qadimah wa-shahirah, al-Qahirah: al-Matba‘at al-Amirtyah, 1304 AH.
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— ‘Abd al-Rhman ‘Abd al-Tawab, Kirasat Lajnat hifz al-athar al'rbiya mawsim 1910,

al-Kirasah al-sabah wa-‘i3riin, al-Qahirah: Wazirat al-Athar, 2004.
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— Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbtya, Muhadir wa-taqarir al-Qumisyiin al-thani ‘n snat 1882
wa-1883, al-Kirasah al-awla, al-Qahirah: al-Matba‘at al-Amiriyah, 1892.

VAAY iid By spnasill 5)lis Aggpall dagail) BV Lads diad pualase cdgyell JEY) Lis Ll -
VAN Ayl ) Ardadl) 1ya ) cdsalad) AU ) AAA

— Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘'rbiya, Muhadir Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya wa-tagarir al-
Qumisylin al-thani snati 1887 wa-1888, al-Kirasah al-khamsah, al-Qahirah: al-
Matba‘at al-Amiriyah, 1889.
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— Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘'rbiya, Muhadir Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya wa-tagarir al-
Qumisytn al-thant ‘n snat 1889, al-Kirasah al-sadsah, al-Qahirah: al-Matba“‘at al-
Amiriyah, 1891.
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— Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘'rbiya, Muhadir Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya wa-tagarir al-
Qumisytn al-thani ‘n snat 1890, al-Kirasah al-sabah, al-Qahirah: al-Matba‘at al-
Amiriyah, 1891.
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— Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘'rbiya, Muhadir Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya wa-tagarir al-
Qumisyiin al-thant ‘n snat 1891, al-Kirasah al-thamnah, al-Qahirah: al-Matba“‘at al-
Amiriyah, 1892.
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VAR Ayl dadall thalal) cafia HaSu) (ul) Aeai cAanlill ZLSI Y AQY
— Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘'rbiya, Muhadir Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya wa-tagarir al-
Qumisylin al-thant ‘n snat 1892, al-Kirasah al-tasi‘ah, al-Qahirah: al-Matba‘at al-
Amiriyah, 1892.
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— Lajnat hifz al-athar al'rbiya, Muhadir Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya wa-taqarir al-
Qumisytin al-thani ‘n snat 1893, al-Kirasah al-‘ashrah, tarjamah Ilyas Iskandar
Hakim, al-Qahirah: al-Matba‘at al-Amirtyah, 1906.
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— Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘'rbiya, Muhadir Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya wa-tagarir al-
Qumisytn al-thani ‘n snat 1894, al-Kirasah al-hadyah ‘Sr, tarjamah Ilyas Iskandar
Hakim, al-Qahirah: al-Matba‘at al-Amirtyah, 1895.
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— Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘'rbiya, Muhadir Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya wa-tagarir al-
Qumisytn al-thant ‘n snat 1895, al-Kirasah al-thanyah ‘Sr, tarjamah Ilyas Iskandar
Hakim, al-Qahirah: al-Matba‘at al-Amirtyah, 1898.
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— Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘'rbiya, Muhadir Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya wa-tagarir al-
Qumisytn al-thani ‘n snat 1896, al-Kirasah al-thalthah ‘Sr, tarjamah Ilyas Iskandar
Hakim, al-Qahirah: al-Matba‘at al-Amirtyah, 1899.
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— Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘'rbiya, Muhadir Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya wa-tagarir al-

Qumisytn al-thanl ‘n snat 1897, al-Kirasah al-rab‘ah Sr, tarjamah Ilyas Iskandar
Hakim, al-Qahirah: al-Matba‘at al-mtwstah, 1899.
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— Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘'rbiya, Muhadir Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya wa-tagarir al-

Qumisytn al-thani ‘n snat 1898, al-Kirasah al-khamsah ‘Sr, tarjamah Ilyas Iskandar
Hakim, al-Qahirah: al-Matba‘at al-Amirtyah, 1899.
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— Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya, Muhadir Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya wa-tagarir al-

Qumisytn al-thani ‘n snat 1899, al-Kirasah al-sadsah ‘Sr, tarjamah Ilyas Iskandar
Hakim, al-Qahirah: al-Matba‘at al-Amirtyah, 1901.
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— Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘'rbiya, Muhadir Lajnat hifz al-athar al‘rbiya wa-tagarir al-
Qumisytn al-thani ‘n snat 1900, al-Kirasah al-sabah ‘Sr, tarjamah Ilyas Iskandar
Hakim, al-Qahirah: al-Matba‘at al-Amirtyah, 1902.
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— Ahmd Muhtar ‘mr, m'gm allga al‘rbiya al-mu‘asra, Vol.3, al-Qahirah: alm alkitb
lInsr waltwzy*, 2008.
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— Akmal al-Din Ihsan Ughli, "al-swr al-fwtwghrafiah ka-msdr le-drasah tarth al-krn
al-tasi’ ‘Sr min hlal arshif mrkz al-abhath lltarth wa-alfnwn wa-althqafah al-islamiya
bastanbwl", kitab al-hiaah al-’jtma‘1ah f1 al-wlayat al-‘rbiya athna’ al-‘hd al-‘thmani,
twns, mrkz al-dirasat wa-albuhtith al- ‘thmaniah wa-almwriskiah, (1988): 59-63.
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- Amal al-‘mri, ""hwad ski al-dawab bi Qahirah fi al-‘asrin al-mmlwki wa-al Utmant",

kitab dirasat wa-buhtith fi al-athar wa-alhdara al’slamiya, al-Qahirah, Wazirat al-
Athar, (2000): 55-86.
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— Jirj1 Zaydan, tarth adab al-lughah al-‘ Arabiyah, al-Qahirah: al-Matba‘at al-hlal, 1913.
o) A i) AaSa 1A o s Gl Aaagi cJanll Aalis 5ya ) Aipae Caumg ¢ Jlasn -

— Jwmar, wasf madinat al-Qahirah wa-ql‘ah al-jbl, tarjamah Ayman Fu’ad Sayyid, al-
Qahirah: Maktabat al-khanji, 1988.
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— Hassn ‘Abd Wahab, tkhtit al-Qahirah wa-tnZzimha mund nash’atuha, al-Qahirah:
Matabi‘ Dar al-Nashr lil-Jami‘at al-Misriyah, 1957.
VeV AN gl Aalal) Dggd) thala) Al bl i -
— Hassn ‘Abd Wahab, Tarikh al-masajid al-athariyah, al-Qahirah: al-Hay’ah al-
‘Ammah 1i-Qusiir al-Thaqafah, al-Qahirah, 2014.
Y 0 Aadall ccpdlall alall la rcgym eBal A (SleV G gl 8 -
— Khayr al-Din al-Zirikl1, al-A‘lam, 8 Ajza’, Bayrit: dar al-‘Im li-lmlatin, 2002.
VY AED el e
— Rashad Rushdi, shir Misr f1 ktabat al-rhalah al-"njliz i al-krn al-tasi® ‘$r, tarjamah al-
Jamal al-Jazir1, Misr: al-Majlis al-A‘14 lil-Thaqafah, 2002.
aY Y s A€a sl s ya L Adadly Al dylead) (ullal ((3)) 2eme aale -
— ‘Asim Muhammad Rizq, Atlas al-‘imarah al-Islamiyah wa-al-Qibtiyah bi-al-Qahirah,
al-Qahirah: Maktabat Madbult, 2003.
dalall M‘}aaﬂ 4_;1:\@\ :’S)A\.'ﬂ\c\Q~~—\/\°~ q}u.d\ UAJ\UAMHH%;G sic 43):; -
. ?Y Yo il
— ‘rfah ‘Abdh Ali, shr misr swr min al-zmn al-mfqwd 1850-1900, al-Qahirah: Al-Hai’a
al-Misriya al-‘Amma 1i'l-Kitab, 2015.
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- Qasm ‘Abd al-Krim Khmis, "al-tastiwr al-fwtwghraft fi al-dwlah al-‘Uthmaniah",
Magallat kliah al-trbiah, mjald 14, ‘dd 2, Ain Shams University (2008): 157-185.
230 oY) RS Alaa CLAE Auby VAYESVAYA jean b el sl caleY) byt -
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— Muhammad Rifaat AI-Emam, “al-tasiwr al-shmsmy {1 misr 1839-1924”, Journal of
the Faculty of Arts, Issue 39 (Mansoura university (2006): 207-314.
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— Muhammad S1im al-jndi, "rsalah al-trk 4", Magallat al-mjm" al-‘lmT al-rbi, mjald 19,
jz’ 7 wa-8, Dmshk (July & August 1944): 332-338.
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— Muhammad Fawzy Al-misriy, "makaryah alqahra fi ‘asr salatin almamalik",
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