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Challenges Faced by Charitable Teams in Dealing with the Effects of
Natural Disasters in the Sultanate of Oman

Abstract

Charitable teams are considered one of the most important elements
contributing to the development of communities and the improvement of
individuals' quality of life. They play a crucial role in meeting the needs of
society and providing support and assistance to vulnerable groups in various
social and humanitarian fields. This includes providing healthcare, education
for children, aiding at-risk populations, contributing to local community
development, and dealing with the effects of natural disasters.

Charitable teams in the Sultanate of Oman have played a crucial and
important role in dealing with the effects of natural disasters on communities in
the affected provinces, such as the aftermath of Cyclone Shaheen. They have
been actively involved in both the preparedness and response stages of natural
disasters, including raising awareness and educating individuals and
communities about potential natural threats. Additionally, they have focused on
providing necessary training and information, developing emergency plans, and
offering assistance and relief to affected individuals. This has included the
distribution of food, water, and essential supplies, providing shelter for the
displaced, and offering psychological and social support to those experiencing
trauma as a result of the disaster. All these efforts have been carried out in
collaboration with governmental authorities.

These charitable teams have faced several obstacles, prompting the
current study to identify the challenges faced by charitable teams in dealing
with the effects of natural disasters in the Sultanate of Oman. The study adopted
a descriptive research approach using a social survey methodology on a sample
of 209 members of charitable teams in the North Al Batinah Governorate. The
study's findings indicated a lack of awareness among the local community in
handling climate-related situations. This was evidenced by some families
attempting to stockpile more supplies than their actual needs and a lack of
awareness among members of charitable teams regarding certain priorities, such
as the importance of training courses and the development of legislation and
regulations that support the work of charitable teams.

Keywords: Obstacles - charitable teams - natural disasters - Sultanate of
Oman.
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