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Abstract:

The (sea) is an essential element in the metaphorical rhetorical
formations in Arabic poetry. This study strives to trace the image of the
sea in two modern poems that have dealt clearly with this image: The
first one is “The Sea” /Al-Bahr/ written by the Egyptian poet and
geographer Muhammad Awad Muhammad, and the other one entitled
“Lodging on the Sea” /Nozulun Ala Al-Bahr/ written by the famous
Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish. In Awad's poem, the image of the
sea appears as a description of its own self, its actions, conditions, and
relationships with the universe, through the creator's artistic mirror of
this cosmic phenomenon. As for Mahmoud Darwish's poem, the sea
appears to contain a code in which the symbol of diaspora and loss,
depending on the time of vague stay, and the limited waiting time for
disembarkation, is manifested. It is also a symbol of hope, at times
escaping from the narrowness of the land, and at other times asking it
for gifts and blessings, as we see it rising to its old mission, the ebb and
flow, until it has become a symbol of exile, departure and
estrangement, of the revolution that died, and finally of death and
destruction!!

Hence, the texts have been dealt with as a linguistic construct in
the first place, but through an approach that is concerned with the
language and what is behind it. It does not stop at the limits of what its
pure linguistic levels (lexical, morphological, and syntactic) give of
indications that form its stylistic characteristics and expressive features;
rather, it goes beyond that to what is behind language, with its
semiological and symbolic tools. Therefore, the use of the science of
discourse has come to deal with the semantic, cultural, social, religious,
psychological, and semiological networks of the literary text with
accuracy and depth.

Keywords: Al-Bahr (The Sea), Muhammad Awad Muhammad,
Mahmoud Darwish, Description, Symbol.
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