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Armanoush between Al-Rafei and Jurji Zidane
Amin Ismail Tawfiq Badran.
Assistant Professor - Department of Literature and
Criticism - Faculty of Arabic Language in Menoufia - Al-
Azhar University - Egypt.
Email: amynbdran7@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:
The Islamic conquest of Egypt at the hands of Amr ibn al-Aas
- may God be pleased with him - was a great historical event:
which attracted the souls of writers« so their pens dealt with it
through different literary genres; It is a nonfiction article by
Mustafa Sadiq Al-Rafi’i in his book (Wahi al-Qalam) entitled
(The Two Doves)« and a historical novel by Jurji Zaidan under
the title (Armanoush al-Masriyya). This research makes a
balance between writers under the title (Armanoush bin Al-
Rafi'i and Jurji Zaidan) through several axes: title - event -
personality - time and place - language and style - narration -
quoting sources. The balance revealed the bright face of Islamic
history« which seemed evident in the treatment of Al-Rafi’ic
and was concealed in Jurji Zaidan’s presentation< whether by
marginalization and flattening< or by luring the reader into
romantic situations and emotional relationships¢< so the great
event turns into a material for entertainment« to distance the
Muslim from knowing the greatness of Islam and its prominent
leaders. As for the characters< Al-Rafei presented them through
their heroic attitudesc and the dialogue between them
contributed to the development of the event from the point of
persuasion« while Zidan focused on the characters« especially
the female element« so that the dialogue between the characters
resulted in great longing and a burning passion¢ to match that
with the ending of the novel of the meeting of the two lovers.
The techniques of anticipation« retrievalc and summarization
were among the elements of time on which writers relied in
dealing with the event: although the places chosen by Al-Rafi’ic
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such as the desert¢ the pavilion«< the mosque« and the church¢
were significant in the service of the event< while the places
abounded with Zaidan and dominated hime< and his Christian
fanaticism appeared in the large number of mentions of
churches and monasteries. The research revealed Al-Rafi'i's
affiliation with the Arabs through his praise of their glories:
while Zaidan showed them in the form of rabble savages< and
he was dominated by belonging to the non-Arabs. Al-Rafi'i
relied on analogy« metaphor« narration and dialogue in artistic
formation< while Zidane relied on analogy and the use of
poetry« messages« narration and dialogue« although narration
was the majority. As for the source from which Al-Rafi’i drew
the hadith material it is (Al-Waqidi)c committed to the
trustworthiness of the transmission« while the sources abounded
at Zaidan« with confusion and overlap in some of the narrations.
Keywords:

Conquest - Islamic - Armanoush - Amr - Church.
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