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The Dialectical Theatre in Al-Hakim’s “Praxa”:

Between Attic Comedy and Epic Drama ""An
analytical study"

Mariam Mahmoud Muhammad Al-Hossieny

Lecturer of Modern Arabic Literature, Faculty of %
Education, Alexandria University, Egypt .

Emalil: mariamalhossieny@yahoo.com
Abstract %7@

The study in “Praxa/The Problem of Ruling” by Tawfiq
al-Hakim has found an intellectual project aimed at
mobilizing public awareness and forming a vision of the
ruling system by depicting the different ideologies of each
of the three systems of government (the democratic, the
totalitarian and the monarchical).The theoretical framework
of the study deals with the features of the epic theory and
the means of alienation in the comedy of Aristophanes and
the epic of Brecht, and the connection of both arts with the
political vision. The study, then, is divided into two
sections,in the first section the researcher introduces the
problem of rulin (governance) and its systems in EGYPT
through the views of Al-Hakim, which he has put forward
in a considerable number of his political articles. The other
explore the features of epic/dialectical theatre, it is divided
into three axes, These are: Praxa between the historicism of
Aristophanes and the historiography of Brecht, the
alienated character (i.e., actors coming out of character to
alienate the audience), the dramatic construction of Praxa
between the comedy of Aristophanes and the alienation of
Brecht.

Although proving the study’s hypotheses—including the
identification of the comprehensive vision of Praxa’s play
through finding points of convergence between it and the
ancient attic comedy and the epic drama-— is a satisfactory
research result. Nevertheless, the potential of a pioneering
theatrical discourse that has been for almost a century, and
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has undergone not a few critical studies by the first-time
critics should be necessary to make the most important
results of this study. Therefore, the researcher recommends
opening the door of investigation wide to criticize the
criticism (i.e., the critigue of criticism or the critic
criticised), so the initial-primary critical studies are subject
to reconsideration and reviewing. At the same time,
systematic studies are being conducted on the previously
presented literary works, as the researcher has no doubt that
in the literary discourse—in its beginnings—what deserves to
be re-explored after an added knowledge output, and more
specific methodological steps.

Key words: Epic theater-Braksa -Dialectic- comedy of
Aristophanes- alienation of Brecht.
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