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AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF THE OPINIONS OF FISH FARMERS
ON THE QUALITY OF EXTENSION SERVICE IN DAMIETTA
GOVERNORATE

Abdo A.M. Al Shamikh, Hosna M.U. Foda and Shaima A. Hashem
Agric. Econ. Dept., Fac. Agric., Zagazig Univ., Egypt

ABSTRACT: This research aimed to identify the general characteristics of the respondents,
the possibilities available in fish farms, the sources of information for fish farmers, the
extension services provided by the General Authority for Fish Resources Development to fish
farmers, and the farmers’ opinions on the quality of the extension service provided by the
General Authority for Fish Resources Development for fish farmers. And determining the
factors related to the farmers’ opinions on the quality of the extension service provided by the
General Authority for Fisheries Development to fish farmers, the problems that impede
achieving quality in the extension service in the field of fish farming, and the respondents’
suggestions to address the problems that impede achieving quality in the extension service in
the field of fish farming, and this study was conducted in Damietta Governorate, and the total
number of private fish farms in Damietta Governorate was calculated and found to be 1518
private farms. The sample was taken at a rate of 10% of the total number of private fish farms.
Consequently, the sample size became 152 farms. The sample was distributed to centers
according to the relative weight of each 57 respondents from Shata region, and 45
respondents. From the area of Sheikh Durgham and Ezbet Al-Burj, 28respondents from the
Al-Ratma area and Shatt Jeriba, and 12 respondents from the area from the Al-Siyala, Al-
Anania, and Al-Basarta areas, and 11 respondents from the graduate youth area in Shata. The
most important results were: It turned out that 20% of the farms had small capabilities, 47.4%
of the farms had medium capabilities, and 32.2% of the farms had large capabilities, and it
turned out that (29.6%) of the respondents were exposed to sources Information is low,
(31.6%) of the respondents have medium exposure to information sources, while (%38.8)
have high exposure, and it turns out that (14.5%) of the respondents indicated that the level of
extension services provided by the General Authority for Fish Resources Development to fish
farmers is low, While (61.8%) of them indicated that the level of service is medium, while
(23.7%) of them indicated that the level of service is high, and it turned out that (16.5%) of
the respondents indicated that the level of quality of the actual agricultural extension service
is low, while (21.7) indicated that the level of quality of the actual agricultural extension
service is low. %) of them indicated that the level of service is low, while (61.8%) of them
indicated that the level of service is high,The results also showed that the most important
problems that impede achieving quality in the extension service in the field of fish farming
were arranged in descending order according to the arithmetic mean as follows: the high fuel
prices, the instability of selling prices with an average of (2.8 degrees), then the high
transportation costs with an average of (2.6 degrees), then both the increase in mortality
during transportation, and the lack of basic environment and public services with an average
of (2.5 degrees), then the lack of good fodder, and the weakness of extension services with an
average of (2.4 degrees), then the difficulty of obtaining seed with an average of (2.3
degrees), and the results showed The most important suggestions of the respondents to
confront the problems that impede achieving quality in the extension service in the field of
fish farming are, respectively: reducing or subsidizing fuel prices by 96.71%, then
emphasizing the legislation to protect water from pollution by 93.42%, then expanding
lending in the field of fish production At a reduced interest, to encourage investment in fish
farming at a rate of 92.76%, then provide subsidized feed at a rate of 91.45%, then provide
good seed at reasonable prices at a rate of 90.79%, and then prepare training courses to raise
the efficiency of producers, workers and extension workers in Fish traveled by 71.71%, then
encouraged the establishment of cooperative societies to provide farmers with production
requirements such as feed at reasonable prices, at a rate of 63.82%.

Key words: Opinions, farms, fish, quality, service, guidance, Damietta Governorate.
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