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The Tesserarius in Egypt 98-259 AD
By: Dr. Amal Ahmad Hamid Abdel-Aziz
Asst. Prof. Mannsura University

Abstract:

This study sheds light on one of the military functions during
the first three centuries AD in Egypt during the Roman period. The
topic is: "The Tesserarius in Egypt 98-259 AD". It's a job held by an
officer of middle rank, above an ordinary soldier and below a
centurion. He had multiple specializations within the Roman garrison
in the Eastern Desert. It began with the management of some of
praesidii, in charge of the soldiers’ arms, writing reports on the
security situation and distribution of food rations to soldiers. This
function continued until the reign of Diocletian.

Keywords: Didymoi, Eastern desert, Curator, Centurion, Tesserarius,
Tessera, Praesidium, Mons Claudianus, Krokodilo.
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= 1® noAéu®. Go- mole(*) tov matépav(*) . .. KAnv Koi Aomdodv koi Aovkiov
Kol ypdyov 10pot mepi tiig oo- piog Hudv(*)V.

9 La Correspondance Officiel, 94.

CSU gl Cpmy e M ¢yl Ay pas (B coall oda Caalai) Ny -

1 1. [ -ca.?- Jxoiypoy[ -ca.?- ] av(*) Ex0n oe(*) 6 teccardpig(*) po[v] xai
dmo1g(*) avtd 10 dmhoy Hémi(*) dnuaowy Eotiv(*)- Elafla yap] avta(*) &v @
oM. do- male(*) Tov motépav(*) .. . kAnv kol Aomidodv kol Aovkiov kod
ypayov 10uot Tepi T om- tnpiog UOV(*)V.

(90, Krok. 1, 68.
1. Met[tiov] [Povgov] [?]
2. 1eo[ogpapiov]

GD 0. Claud. 4, 708, 713,; 714; 722.

42 0. Claud. 3, 498.
®énv Zepamiovog £y voupépov Iopeupitov apBpod Kiavdiavod ITocttdtet
Becapapio(*) yaiptv.  Oporoy®d  mpokeypf-Soton(*) mopd  cod  TOV
Yyaviov(*) povkai 10 kipdpy  vme-p  pnvog Iavver 100 (Etovc) € Etovg
Avtovivov Kaicapog 100 kvpiov.(hand 2) Oéwv Zepa-miwvog 6-10poroyd
npoypnoton(*).
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43 0. Wilck, 1143; Rom. Mil. Rec. 78, No. 12.
]. koot p tecoepdproc [Ackinm]iadng(*) ontiov(*) x(aipew)-[Erapov]  mopd
ocob oitov aptapn(*) [piav vx]ep unvog A6OP 5[ ... 1B
3% Rom. Mil. Rec. 78; No., 42.
Nikog imr[evg] t(ovpuag) Aovyive  Ale[Eavopr] kifapidtopt  yai[pewv:
ghapov] moapa o©od oivov k[ohogdviov Emg] Souvtyubii(*). B[ . . ]
1e66EPAPLO[¢ Eypaya VTEP AOTOD
3% 0. Wilck. 1146; Rom. Mil. Rec. 78, No. 75,
vac. 1 line tecoepdap[iog vac. ? ] [ia]tpog vac. ? [a(?)] [okv]tedg vac. ?
[a(?)] 5[xovplevg vac. ? [a(?)][ -ca.?- ]. [ -ca. 7[téxtoveg vac. ? (?) -1-2-
(?)] [oxAnpovpyoi vac. ? (?) -1-2- (?)]fragment a 9dekav[oc vac. ? o(?)]
10yaAxe[ic vac. ? -ca.?- ] cpupok[omor vac. ? -ca.?- ] eoppa[Eapror vac. ?
-Ca
39 0. Bold. 2, 2032; Rom. Mil. Rec. 78. No. 55.
[. .. Jopiov (ékatovtapyiog) TAvkwv[oc].[. . .10t xePapraropu(*) ylaipew].
[ELa]Bov €k 10D keBapi[ov](*) [koMoprdviov)] Ev (dnvapiov) & OPoA(BV) KG.
5[-ca.?-] Ma&wog [ -ca.?- | tecepapig(*)[ -ca.?- Jo v toyn [ -ca.?- ].
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https://papyri.info/ddbdp/rom.mil.rec;1;78_12/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=2&start=0&fl=id,title&fq=display_place:%22Pselkis+(Nubien)%22&fq=series_led_path:O.Wilck.;*;*;*&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=0&t=1#to-app-choice01
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/rom.mil.rec;1;78_12/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=2&start=0&fl=id,title&fq=display_place:%22Pselkis+(Nubien)%22&fq=series_led_path:O.Wilck.;*;*;*&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=0&t=1#to-app-choice02
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/rom.mil.rec;1;78_12/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=2&start=0&fl=id,title&fq=display_place:%22Pselkis+(Nubien)%22&fq=series_led_path:O.Wilck.;*;*;*&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=0&t=1#to-app-choice03
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/rom.mil.rec;1;78_42/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=3&start=547&fl=id,title&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=548&t=677#to-app-choice02
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/rom.mil.rec;1;78_55/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=3&start=548&fl=id,title&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=549&t=677#to-app-choice01
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/rom.mil.rec;1;78_55/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=3&start=548&fl=id,title&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=549&t=677#to-app-choice02
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/rom.mil.rec;1;78_55/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=3&start=548&fl=id,title&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=549&t=677#to-app-choice03
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(o panan o Sl (8 il Jean Jaagd a8 L Gugyhudll Jae d8kie a5
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A asall e tnedill aoyg uSlan 8 Gusphdill Joary Loty 285 L (5850 <
. ,Xwal) Cibariator

daiags QA 3yl o oY) Bads g Le syl ples o 138a
sl o aled) a3 e Vst IS QIS (G gie Ll ad)y (Dl
o o2 CulSy Al 3 Al iae Jais e dlgie ) ALaY L clulal
Y 12 oSl ccnaiall cullliial Wy (ylae S0 uspledl) L o8 (Al dpansll oleall
rob Lad lgandagin Al Bpas)l) e algall (ary 4ald iy

PA (e oy gy Jany A Clalall (b Guglpasil) Llar ey Lah Ll
oo a2V VV=aA) 55l & asilba DS Jan Aidaiad agai ally (M550 ey
a3 Aldl) Al e Sl Gughedl) o o L apolac s Akl @b 8 clalally Al
Y asially Blally Sy ol (e Al 55AY) Cipalls el Glaal 4l
D agiy dag et )V agd) LI (ala iV aae Jlea) il 2y 0pa]
Lads ¢asilba DS Jis Agala 28 3585 35300 (auda (lai Giihaie ) 5LV pa ¢ a2y
@A Guspbal) ol Jsall Ll aniins o sy Yy (Raima Ll s Lakkos (usSY
Ol 138 85,8 Gaaaly wiay anls daalally calalall ) Ao Gl el b ) s
(gl G aie @l alhlay) I kil

¢ s spltll o L) aaglly (salai®Y) pasll (o doadll sl (e (1S
s dge LaaY) 4ulle e s Gusyyhutll ol pcasll (Y ¢l Laghala)y s
aia olily Le Cona 3y i ¢galad) saiall ily cra e Bal usphedtll
Apliie) st alges ashy Unlin 43,8 Umls G Vs o™iy 5y salad) 314l
cagiadl 4 s L 35l

oaxy ey 41 e Las ¢dumail galal) aximy Jam 23 5aY) 138 o gauy
Wl lldy ol e oae b ag 508 (oany gilys (e i Layy cdpans)ll e 3dai¥)

G710, Claud. 4, 708, 713; 714; 722.
38) Campbell, Roman Army, 28; Cuivgny, Rome in Egypt, 203.
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el 8 1 Al Jaad) (KLl Layy o capiaial ablain) f alee dapls
aal o Awlall 8 agiall JUl alyd) cdda i) el ) ey agaall e
1771) el S el e JV) Gl Y an Guslia DS dia e ) 33050
e e o Jseanll 4818 o S AT iy 5l — Bkl = Jla) (25 (V7Y -
) Dbl Gusi sl GualadCl Wl 8" :dlay) et 1y ¢ usplal) (e
cagite aill Bl . laae e dad dad)) o phe 4t il

AVEY 2 6) ale ) aag pal ey QL Galily (s spylpasl) oL ae gy
il o=l Menneas (sl e padd j8 Cum ¢l OIS Jas Ak (e
Jus - 358e dansd OS5 ¢Cusphrnil) G dadls (VA Sl) A S Gaspbel e Jle
O geadny (Ml el A ey (531 pall ) dnizay o Jlad) Qg sl 2al B)
LAY Rl Gk e Y1 33N (e ) BEa 48

iy 8 sl galai®Y) amsl) () LAl glils) @y 2

F3

s AN 28l Bl T 1 o IS gl ) lans Dinse

Caracalla dS)S )shlyuay) Jue) g3 Macrinus (s Sl johaluay! sgal aa i
Al Bagane s c(gsimas) Axdalia 3 LalDLE (he Aadiglly . a)ld Dy as ailes ¢ L
cagia 2aly JS 2 ad A Aalisally ciilaial) s3a 8 de )3l chlall Glaal ¢ Lauly
2aly IS Leaddh o iy ) ilalgay) Aad s 54 A Gl e Cargd) O s
e g IS dlle Lo gulad e il 138 adings Lygu (B Glagyl) Glaall agia
e len) (8 gl lalen) ) LedilS 5l duanll o3a s Ae ) )

39 0. Claud.3, 563.
[A]oxheradng(*) Avtovio [ 1[ -1-2- Jo Becarapio(*) yaipv. OpoA[oyd
npo-key]piiotal(*) mapa cod dap[yvpiov] [Spay]uag ikoou(*) dg kai -ca.?- ]5][ -
ca.?-].[-ca?-]

49" 0. Claud. 3. 576.
Mevvéag [-ca.?-] tecoepap[im  yaipewv. -ca.?-] cod ypfoiv-ca.?-] okt®d
(yivovtar)  [(dp oxpai)  -ca.?-]5méumt[ov  -ca.?] Aviwv[-ca.?] (hand 2)
Mevvéa[c -ca.? Jmpoki[ton -ca? |

“) P yale. 3, 137, (Col. VI, 190); P. Prage. 3, 236. (Coll. V11, 158).
Bupidho éM00v(*) Oeoeharion(*) po(voympov) a

“2) p.Yyale. 3, 137, (Col. VI, L. 190).
‘Opoevovpemg 1ecoepaploc(*) ort(ikig yic) (dpovp- ) .
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https://papyri.info/ddbdp/o.claud;3;563/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=3&start=62&fl=id,title&fq=(images-ext:true)&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=63&t=433#to-app-choice01
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/o.claud;3;563/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=3&start=62&fl=id,title&fq=(images-ext:true)&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=63&t=433#to-app-choice02
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/o.claud;3;563/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=3&start=62&fl=id,title&fq=(images-ext:true)&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=63&t=433#to-app-choice03
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/o.claud;3;563/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=3&start=62&fl=id,title&fq=(images-ext:true)&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=63&t=433#to-app-choice04
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/p.prag;3;236r/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=3&start=298&fl=id,title&fq=(images-ext:true)&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=299&t=433#to-app-choice07
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/p.prag;3;236r/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=3&start=298&fl=id,title&fq=(images-ext:true)&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=299&t=433#to-app-choice08
https://papyri.info/ddbdp/p.yale;3;137/?q=SUBSTRING:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&rows=3&start=325&fl=id,title&fq=(images-ext:true)&fq=transcription_ngram_ia:(%CF%84%CE%B5%CF%83%CF%83%CE%B5%CF%81%CE%B1)&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=326&t=433#to-app-subst04
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el chlall Glaal e QS Gl of (bl @lli PR (g Liaagg
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dilag ) Cilalall 6 aciaal cre QA (S Vs cage 353 4l OIS LS cled (ile )

s ¢ il Ll Aaliall o adiny cilpalall @l Jue oY Bas ¢baralydl f
2 e il s At 5yl Blia aagl 4l LS upplndl) Jaad Al 2
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A il ) Aal) cuald S

G el (e = L) (6 = Aleg )l laalally Guspheill Jrae sl =
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“3) Naphtali Lewis, Notationes Legentis, 57; 60—61.
44 p. Chla. 497.
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Greek Ostraca in Bodlein Library at Oxford and
Various Other Collections, ed. J. G. Tait (London,
1930).

Jean Bingen and Others, Mons Claudianus, Ostraca
Graeca Et Latina (O. Claud. I a 190) Vol. I (Institut
Francais D'Archéologie Orientale (Caire, 1992), Vol. Il
(O. Claud. 191 & 416), (1997), Vol. 11l (O.Claud. 417 &
631), (2000).

Hélene  Cuvigny, Ostraca de Didymoi, La
Correspondance Officiell et Cirvulation, Institut
Francais D'Archéologie Orientale (2012).

Hélene Cuvigny, Ostraca de Krokodilo; La
Correspondance Millitaire et sa Circulation, Praesidia
du Desert de Bérénice, Institut Francaios
D'Archeologie Orientale, Fouilles de L'IFAO, 51,
(2005).

Rom. Mil. Rec. Fink, Robert O., Roman Military Records on

O. Wilck.
P.Ch. L. A.
P. Prag. 3

P. Yale. 3

Vegetius

Bagnall,
Garrison

Papyrus (Princeton University, 1971).

Griechische Ostraka Aus Aegypten and Nubien, ed.
Wilcken (Leipzig—Berlin, 1999).

Chartae Latinae Antiquiores, ed. Bruckner (Germany
I1, No. 5, 465-517, 1979).

Papyri Graecae Wessely Pragenses, ed. R. Pintaudi and
Rathbone (Firenze, 2011).

Yale Papyri in The Beinecke Rare Book and
Manuscript Library, Ill, (ed. P. Schubert. Oakville,
2001).

Flavi Vegeti Renati, Epitome Re Militaris (Lipsiae,
1885), Bibliotheca  Scriptorum  Graecorum et
Romanorum.

sl ¢ Gl
Roman Bagnall, R., "The Roman garrison of

Latopolis” BASP, Vol., XIl, No. 4
(1975), 135-144.
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- Berger, Dictionary of
Roman Law

- Bohec, Roman Army
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- Maxfield, Ostraca

Bagnall R., "Army and Police in
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Dictionary of Roman Law
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Yanne Le Bohec, The Imperial
Roman Army (New York& London,
1984).
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France, 2018).
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2013).

Brain Campbell, the Roman Army, 31
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John Brian Campbell, the Oxford
Classical Dictionary (4. ed., 2012)
Héléne Cuvigny, Rome in Egypt's
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Hélene Cuvigny, Mons Claudianus
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Caire, 2000).

H. Evelyn White, "Graeco-Roman
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Vol. 33, No. 3-4 (1919), 49-53.
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Eastern Desert of Egypt During the
Roman Period PDF (Heidelberg
University, 2018).
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- Naphtali Lewis

- Radin, The Promotion of
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and Promotion

- Ward, A Roman Tessera

Roman Army in the Eastern Desert",
CS (2019), 153-173.

Notationes Legentis, BASP, 39
(2002), 57-61.
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10, No. 7 (1915), 300-311.

Steven Sidebotham, Roman
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Promotion in the Roman Imperial
Army", from Book Administration,
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John Ward, "Abrief Account a Roman
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