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The Treatise of the Lover’s Message
to the Beloved in Explaining that the
Sufi Is an Eternal Being

Dr. Khaled Mohamed Abduh®

Abstract

This article deals with the Lover’s message to the Beloved in explaining the
Sufi’s saying that Sufi is an eternal being. That saying received great attention
from the eminent figures of Persian Sufism. It found acceptance in Sufi circles
over the course of two centuries. Though some historians hesitated in attributing
it to a specific author. It was once attributed to Sheikh al-Islam al-Harawt al-
AnsarT al-Hanbali, the author of Manazil al-Sa’irin. While others attributed it to
Imam al-Khirqani. In this paper, Abii Bakr ‘Abdullah b. Sahawir al-Razi (Najm
al-Din Dayah) attributed it to al-Khirqani. He gave a full explanation for such an
attribution. The importance of this treatise comes from the fact that it reveals part
of the legacy of the Kubrawiyya school. In it, Najm al-Din Dayah followed in
the footsteps and teachings of his sheikh, Majd al-Din al-Baghdadi, and tried to
develop some of his ideas, which he wrote down in his book Tuhfat al-Bararah f1
al-Masa’il al-“Asara.

Keywords: Sufi is an eternal being — Lover and beloved — Kubrawiyya
school — Najm al-Din Dayah — Majdal-Din al-Baghdadr.

(*) Researcher at the University of Sevilla, Spain.
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