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Tracing the Developments of Kufi
and Naskh Scripts

Through the Manuscripts of the Third
and Fourth Centuries of the Hijra

Dr. Mohamed Hassan Gooma®

Abstract

The challenges posed by identifying script types are well known for those
involved in Arabic manuscript studies. This is due to overlapping script features,
especially in early stages of formation and inception. Moreover, early scholars did
not establish clear stylistic and artistic features that distinguish different scripts.

Therefore, this research attempts to reconstruct an autonomous path into
Arabic script formation via two indispensable methods, namely: revisiting
historical references, and examining surviving manuscripts.

The research focuses on the study of the Kufi and Naskh scripts, due to their
shared history on one hand, and because they are among the most dominant scripts
of the Arab and Islamic civilization on the other hand.

The research is divided into three main parts, namely:

- Arabic writing before and after Islam.

- Writing in Kufi and Naskh scripts.

- Reconstructing the course of writing in Kufi and Naskh scripts through
studying manuscripts.

Keywords: Scripts — Arab and Islamic civilization — Manuscript — Kufi — Naskh.

(*) Editor and Reviewer of Arabic Language, Bibliotheca Alexandrina; and Master’s Researcher, Institute of
Arabic Manuscripts in Cairo.
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