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Criminal Responsibility for Illegal Harmful

Waste Trafficking; Environmental Crime

Synopsis:

Being considered as one of the extremely serious threats to
humanity in modern times, as environmental crimes affect not
only human beings but all living organisms as well. Meanwhile,
the said threats arise from the acts of man and such acts are

classified by international and national law as prohibited acts.

Therefore, the international and national legislators
intervened to protect human environment related interests by
enacting laws and legislation in protection of the environment
through the provision of mechanisms, listing the interests
worthy of protection and combating acts that pose a threat to

both human existence and living beings as well.

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
has confirmed that the volume of crimes committed annually
against the environment is estimated at US$ 280 billion, which
confirms the strong link between climate change and crimes

committed in this area®.

(1) Al-Youm Al-Sabea Newspaper, Statement by Ms. Ghada Wali,
Undersecretary-General of the United Nations and Executive Director
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The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
has confirmed that the volume of crimes committed annually
against the environment is estimated at $§ 280 billion, which
confirms the strong link between climate change and crimes

committed in this area.

Moreover, studies have confirmed the close correlation
between the degree of temperature and the types and
percentage of crimes committed. It was noted that the types of
crimes committed in countries where the temperature is high
are different from the crimes committed in countries with lower
degrees of temperature. In this regard, violent crimes increase
in countries with high temperature, while intoxication crimes
increase in very cold countries for instance. Generally speaking,

crime rate increases the nearer we get to the Equator(l).

It is worth mentioning in this regard, that environmental
crime is different from common and conventional crimes as it

does not recognize either political or administrative borders.

of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Tuesday: 08
November 2022 at 07:54 PM

(1) Alaa Radwan, Muhammad Abu Deif, Article entitled: Is there a
relationship between high temperatures and increased crime rate?, Al-
Youm Al-Sabea Newspaper, Saturday, 25 May 2019 12:37, available at:
https://www.youm?7.com/story
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Therefore, it is noted that most environmental crimes are
transboundary; affecting more than one country. Under most
national and international laws, environmental crimes are
considered crimes of terrorism and sabotage and so are
incriminated and punishable under the Penal Code. The
punishments and penalties for environmental crimes are not
only regulated by the penal code but also other laws including
the Fishing Law, the Maritime Law, the Environmental
Protection and Pollution Control Law and other laws. Finally,
environmental crime is characterized by the fact that the

subject of the crime is often public property and not private.

Environment-related crimes vary various types, foremost
among which are the crime of smuggling hazardous waste, the
crime of cutting forests in green areas such as the Amazon
Forests, and the crime of smuggling plants that are prohibited
from circulation, which undermine the preservation of the

environment and improving the climate.

The Sultanate of Oman joined the international
community in caring for the protection of the environment by
working on the establishment of various reserves, enacting the
necessary legislation to protect the environment and combat
pollution. In addition to joining international treaties on

climate change, the Sultanate of Oman affirmed its
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commitment to support international efforts to reduce carbon
emissions and reduce the negative effects of climate change and
implement a plan for energy transition and decarbonization

with investments of more than US$ 190 billion by 2050".

This working paper will demonstrate the efforts and
experience of the Sultanate of Oman with respect to combating
environmental crimes in general with special focus on illegal
harmful waste trafficking being one of the gravest offences
against environment. This paper is divided into five main

pillars:
First) Definition of environmental crime and its types

Second) Definition of illegal harmful waste trafficking and

its characteristics

Third) Elements of illegal harmful waste trafficking

offence

Fourth) Penalties for the crime of illegal harmful waste

trafficking

Fifth) Conclusion and recommendations

(1) Speech of the Sultanate of Oman before the 27th Conference of the
Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, Sharm El Sheikh, Arab Republic of Egypt, 2022.
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