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The Conflict in the Arabian Gulf over the Islands
of Farsi and Arabi (1936 :1957- AD) in Light of

the British Documents
Mahmoud Mahmoud Hamad Al-Dawdani
Assistant Professor of Modern and Contemporary History-Faculty of
Arts - Damietta University
Abstract

The two islands (Persian and Arabian) are among the group of Arabian Gulf
islands that have been in conflict since 1936. The conflict over these two
islands was between the three struggling powers Iran, Saudi Arabia, and
Kuwait, which was represented by Britain according to the protection treaty
between them in 1899 AD. The two islands were ownerless until the conflict
arose in 1936. Though the conflict over the two islands began as a mild one, it
reached its climax in the period between 1948 and 1957—after Britain
encouraged the Emir of Kuwait to claim the ownership of the two islands upon
the emergence of oil leaks near them. That maneuver did not succeed because
the Emir of Kuwait did not own Legal or historical evidence to prove his claim.
Accordingly, Britain tried to hold an agreement with the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia in order to divide the ownership of the two islands between them in the
years 1951 and 1955 AD, on the condition that Kuwait would take the Persian
island, and Saudi Arabia would take the Arabi Island and some other islands.
However, that did not work due to the outbreak of a conflict between them
over the Baghdad Pact 1955-1958 AD and the Buraimi region as well as the
conflict between them over the Buraimi Oasis in 1955. As a result, those
conflicts led to the severance of diplomatic relations between them. The current
study is divided into a preface and five main elements. The preamble revolves
around the location of the two islands and their use in the navigation process in
the Arabian Gulf. The first element deals with the British attempts that aimed
to annex the two islands to the Emir of Kuwait. The second element discusses
Iran’s takeover of Farsi Island. The third element revolves around Saudi
Arabia's seizure of the Arabian Peninsula, and the fourth element deals with the
expulsion of the Saudis from the Arabian Peninsula by Iranian forces.
Keywords: The Conflict, Islands of Farsi and Arabi
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() TOR/L/Ps/ 12/ 3863, Persian Gulf. Question of the ownership of
the islands of Farsi, Arabi and Harqus, and Dalmah, India
Office, B. 399 / P. 4632/28, Report about The Status of certain

Groups of Islands in the Persian Gulf, 27" August 1928.

) Ibid/R/ 15/ 1/ 273, ARAB COASTS & MISCELLANEOUS,
From Captain G.S.de Gaury, M.C., Political Agent, Kuwait to
The Hon'ble the Political Resident in the Persian Gulf,

Bushire, The 14t of April 1936.
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From Political Resident, Persian Gulf, Bahrain. To Political
Agent, Kuwait. Dated the 2™ of December 1946.

@ Ibd, Persian Gulf. Question of the ownership of the islands of
Farsi, Arabi and Harqus, and Dalmah, India Office, B. 399 / P.
4632/28, Report about The Status of certain Groups of Islands
in the Persian Gulf, 27" August 1928 .

®) Ibid.

@ Ibid.

) Ibid, No. E 3121/64/91, from Mr. Baxter to Mr. Stock the
Minister of Fuel and Power, May 1947.
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Ibid, India Office, B.399/P. 4632/28, Report about The Status
of certain Groups of Islands in the Persian Gulf, 27" August
1928.

Ibid, R/R/ 15/ 1/ 273, ARAB COASTS & MISCELLANEOUS,
from The India Office, London, E, P. Donaldson, Esquire,
CM.G., to Persian Gulf Residency, Bahrain, the 30" of
September 1946.

IOR/R/ 15/ 1/ 273, ARAB COASTS &
MISCELLANEOUS, From Captain G.S.de Gaury, M.C.,
Political Agent, Kuwait to The Hon'ble the Political Resident
in the Persian Gulf, Bushire, The 14" of April 1936.

Ibid.

Ibid, from The India Office, London, E, P. Donaldson, Esquire,
CM.G., to Persian Gulf Residency, Bahrain, the 30" of
September 1946.
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(D Ibid, from - Political Resident, Bushire, at Kuwait. To-Secretary
of State for India, London.

2 TOR/L/Ps/ 12/ 3863, Persian Gulf. Question of the ownership of
the islands of Farsi, Arabi and Harqus, and Dalmah,FOREIGN
OFFICE, London, to Political Department, India Office, 6™
October 1936.

@ Ibid, from Secretary of State for India, London to Political
Agent, Kuwait, 21% April 1356.
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RS P E O T+ RCA DRV YUV S NS
Ma o ld 3 0n S Al Relame (e dailay pll 4udnll
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(D'F. O, No 771,from foreign office to Tehran. 9/8/1956.
@ F. O, No 771,from foreign office to Tehran. 9/8/1956.
4 Ibid, No,722,from Tehran to foreign office,8/9/1956.

) Ibid, No,849,from Bahrain to foreign office 25/9/1956.
) Ibid, No,95,from Tehran to khorramshahr, 26/9/1956.
© Ibid, No,866,from Bahrain to foreign office, 28/9/1956.
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(1) Ibid, No,849,from Bahrain to foreign office, 25/9/1956.

(2) F.O, No,876, From S.J. Brons to F. O., On 4 October 1956.

(3) Ibid.

(4) Ibid, No, 1536 / 34, From H. Riches to F. O., In 4/8/1956.
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Y1 sl o il 131 s s e JSs (331 ol cr
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(1) F.O, No, 92 / From Tehran to Khorram shahr in 25 sept 1956.
(2) Ibid, No, 2 / From D.M.H Riches to F. O. In 25 sept 1956.

(3) Ibid, No, 943 / from foreign office to Tehran, 30 sept 1956.
(4) Ibid, No 56/28/1085, From Tehran to F. O., In 5 octopi, 1956.
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(1) F. O, No,780, From Tehran to F. O. on 6 October 1956.
(2) Ibid.
(3) Ibid.
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e a od GlelaVleda JS ol o) Cua e Asale e u )
le A8y Bl e oIS oS Y sl e i) e
A degSa b oLl Ll akal e 15, JSG 1 5l
@ sled) gl cuan Ay A Sall ol de e g 4Ll
Aa Sl salandl 3a o ) o) peda A s&a il g (DY) e
shoal gl dia s a8l ol s o ld 300a e Al Y
iy 5 el Asle 6 Lgia e Al oY) A Sall 3 my OS Laga
CaysSI) el (IS 1305 lgmal 5l (e 0 3 e (sl O sl AlSAY
A 8 5 iy H Aol el Al @l g jia eV By ) 0dgn alldas (S
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(1) F. O, Ep 1084/17, No, 897, On 10 October 1956, From Sir
Bernard Burrows to Mr. Selwyn Lloyd..
(2) Ibid, No,115, from, Imperial IRANIAN Ministry, in 16,
October 1956.
(3) Ibid.
(4) Ibid.
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(1) F.O, No,115, from, Imperial IRANIAN Ministry, in 16,
October 1956.
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(1) F. O, No, 1010, from foreign office, Mr. Selwyn Lloyd to Sir
Roger Stevens, in 19 October1956.

(2) Ibid.

(3) Ibid, No, 321, from john s. bennett to British Embassy, on 10
October 1956.

(4) F. O, No,781, From Tehran to F. O., On 6 October 1956.
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(DIbid , No, 973, From Foreign office to Tehran on 11 October
1956.

(2) Ibid, No, 959, From Foreign office to Tehran, On 13 October
1956.
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(2) F. O, No, 2162, From us A. to England, on 22 October 1956.
) Tbid, No, 339, From Jeddah to Foreign office, on 21 October
1956.
® Ibid, No,2162, p.300, from D.M.H Riches, on 24 October 1956.
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(D'F.0O, No, b95, From us foreign office, to Bahrain, on 24 October
1956.

@ Tbid, No, 1039, on 28 October 1956, Ep, 1084/29 No, 27, from
Mr., parkes to Me.selwyn lioyd, Jeddg, October 28, 1956.

®) Tbid.

@ Ibid, No, 1046, From Foreign Ministry, to Tehran, on 30
October 1956.
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(M F.0. No, 770, From Roselyn Lioyd to Mr. Parkes, Jedda,
telegraphic, on 1 November 1955, secret, on 2 November
1956.

@ Ibid, No, 1046, from Tehran to foreign office, on 31 October
1956.
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(D' F.0, No, 1046, from Tehran to foreign office, on 31 October
1956.

@ Ibid, No, 71, secret, from Tehran to Bahrain on 9 November
1956.
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C'_u\jﬁ\ BJ\:—‘\J c'&ﬁj;ﬂ\ L_;s: LF'I\)..J:}[\ (J;d\ @JJ (SE DSBS
AT ¢yl 5l da S Gll) Cuae ] M85 (g0 sand) Jalid) L) A3 el
b obala Gl dgas i 4dh A€ 580 50 s Gl s
o Lida b (ol U Conil S8y Oyl ) a5 g8 sl
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B e b e oy Sl il o s b e
£isY) AlSa) e o Al s (i b il da s g
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il e o dgie () Z1 AL 5l (e B0 o DY e
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M F.O, No, 1194, secret, from foreign office to Tehran on 11
November 1956.

@) Ibid, No, 151, from Khorramshahr, to Thran, on 26 November
1956.

) Ibid, No, 1238, secret, from foreign office to Tehran on 16
November 1956.

@ Tbid, No, 1238, from, Mr. Selwyn Lioyd to Sir Roger Stevens,
Thran, on 16 November 1956.

) Ibid, No, 968, from, Sir Roger Stwven, to Mr. Selwyn lioyd, on
19 November 1956.
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3l A ey el (S Jss GLiSEL Jen Killisport
LIS (e g ¢ ) 30 Talal ey (e el ) Gl Al (e
@8 3 0a o de jse (sl Bas se e sane A5, oSal 4l
A il e i i S el Ay, Wl Gy (e s
Adise oY) g sl (e EVsSIs ad Bae D55 e B Oe
e F S ae de ) A Hle daadle Gy alall daie e all
iklall o ol d asay o w3l dial g i) e (e
5o xSl A La AN 50y ) cladaill el Jadlly
soall e Al oY) Sl sy e B e ol YY)
O NA e Lu e disSa (83 0 o Sl f dsa 5 g
; (S5 pud & hasa )

clia) 8 A il of Al il s ol e
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(D' F.0, No, 1356, from Mr. Selwyn lioyd to Sir Roger Stevens,
Tehran, on 5 December 1956.

@ Tbid. No, 1098, from British embassy to foreign office on 3
December 8, 1956, p.323.

) Ibid, No, 274, secret, report of proceedings, on 3 December 10,
1956.

@ Tbid, No, 72,B.Z, secret, from Bahrain to foreign office,
December 7, 1956.
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Alday 1 S e a5y o 350e Al ¥l ) adl AnaBY) oLl
o ol 3 i B de gl Gaad il S e
L@..\).\.Lu %) 4..1.1\).\‘2“ MJSAJ‘ u.\jUa 4_\395 ce\qoﬂ el
O oJ.\Aj\ MJ)&\ t_ﬂ.s)ud\j uju\ C})S ‘)\)A.h.u\ MLI:.\).\J\
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() Tbid, No, 137,British Embassy to Iranian ministry of foreign
Affairs, on December 8, 1956.

@ F.O, No, 7871, from ministry of foreign affairs to H.M
Embassy, December 18, 1956

®) Ibid, No,8143, ministry of foreign Affairs to H.M Embassy,
December 25, 1956.
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(D'F.0, No,12, From Sir. Her Nurd Burrows, to Mr. Selwyn Lioyd,
on January 24, 1957.
@ Tbid.
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(2 Heikal. H. Mohamed: Cutting the lion's tail Suez there ought
Egyptian eyes, First Published London 1986, P.216.
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- F.O.No,52, From Sir. Roger Stevens, to Mr. Selwyn Lioyd, in

April 17, 1957).

Ooeh G odie )8 M LoDyl Jaigall Hsums Cumby B jeae of S ()
Leginfie) (A e s @8 Foda o QoY) S e [ENEVN
‘5“-!} sl e laie YL i el e ol W 1 Cagad g oo e 3 aldl)
hil) 21307 ¢Sl jeas Lo

- F.O, No 1073, from foreign office to British Embassy Tehran,

January 4, 1957).
Aoy uyla YR @JLL Ay alel) 4y seeall ™
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(D' F.0, No 1073, from foreign office to British Embassy Tehran,
January 4, 1957.

 F.O. No,14, From Sir Roger Stevens to Mr. Selwyn lioyd, on
January 22, 1957.

@ Ibid. No, 1085/57, from foreign office to British Embassy
Tehran January 11, 1957.
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(D'F.0, No, 1085/57, secret, H Beeley to foreign office January 24,
1957.

@ TIbid, Secret, f.r Barratt commonwealth relations office to
United Kingdom, Mayo 20, 1957.
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(D Ibid, From Roger Stevens, to Harold, on February 5, 1957.

@ F.0, from D.M.H Riches to foreign office, on February 14,
1957.

®1Ibid, No 140 from Tehran to foreign on March 6, 1957.

@ Tbid.

) Ibid, 1085, Harold Beeley to British Embassy Tehran on March
9, 1957.
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Glal glall ade B8 Wl 1A, ¢ oe Boada Oa Ay
Baber s el 240V L jle (e 0 pdal) (8 Al Y1 e S
gre 35 Ge Al Y) il gl 3y

3 e Al Y Gl @l Jae A el il gl cils adle
A ) 0¥ (et 8 LRkl A Sa Gl e ) Jlae e
) Gl daladal 4l ¥ daa Al 350 5 ) Litay  Caedd
Sl ) deasilly bl sl L) Lie Cumdds (Al

D o8 s dan Bl Al Jsa daubad) Lzl s L) el ()
Al s il Gl Gy pendy (ol lidie Uiaa G sl
G dnds Gl 8 e O )l 35 () agars day o
Dbl e Ja ) (58] dihie dlead g 508 Gl Jae b5 e (s gandl
dghie S ahaa S sy Cala aaley ol s ) Gl oo gl
Gloall we A8l (pnd oty s peme olad 48l e el
BISIs Gise 1ms am ial) il ol Cojind ) Jrad &Y glae Cijas
L5 Lty gusd ong A8 Al 35St o J oY) ilall mas oSl
Jifise Jsn A ghe clidlae oLl ae cldl 5 als Gasiall adY) (salud
o= B Oe Oml Y g sl Gl (ae s e (S
glan 28l Jon HISAYL Ule oLl dle 5 e gl J (e Lile £3La)
Slo gl gl elial & el of Ll e lals B small G 4l
S Blise LEe Guinds Ly pmry omn ¢ g gl g yal) ASLeal) Jluait

ol )
- F.0,E010325/1 No,6,From Sir. Roger Stevens, to Mr. Selwyn

Lloyd, in March 23, 1957.
@ Tbid.
) Ibid, No,167, from Tehran to foreign office Secret, on March
20, 1957.
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ool Al oY) AesSall ol Y ) okl el
e e S o bl (8 Leiay Gl dle] i
3 gaall A 8ol aa g 55 g1 0 (3 Y Jaa s al 5

Apd praal) Ao sSall qe BN Gl e (Y1 ilad) (48 e s
saalee 283 al o5 (SEY) 13 Cgan Sl Aladl) Cild puadll Gl
ool YY — YA ‘;'1\‘)..3:}1\ Glaway) sl Lad Y cQ:\é)H\ O
c«),fju\ﬂ _):u.usﬁ LA} P SJ\:\j L_\ss: e B (e e\“lo\/
Siay ol 4l e oY) cuilall Gl jie) ane 5 Ll 2 grd)
bl oLl 5505 die Caand 3 Y1 o V) e Baalaa
. e\ qov u.u)LA ‘_“A

allay) 5 Lzl jie) Jledal o Lilay yy Cua ja a3ls )
Jiod Ve 3 L) iyl 885 (sl ook e (5350l ilal
Lo @Js; B duald il i gl ol 4 edals ad oy
Al e gSa Gy GLELe (e lgala Loy ol 345 2
e soa Ol axi Ll egle 481 gl Lilday  adaid Y Ol s

() Ibid, No,53,1085/57, British Embassy Tehran to foreign office
March 28, 1957.

@ | F.O, No,708, ministry of foreign Affairs to H.M Embassy on
April 16, 1957.
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P RPNV ) PR PR g | R BEE S Rk ) ) RS BN [ SN POWEN
Lilay s 4 eaii ol A1 Y] 585 cdpsmndl ga aY) A g
Aladl a2 N clileall pgiise ) il Caass
Gl ¥l s O gmad) e Yl as Bl Gl Al (e 3asdl)
O O sl Bl ) et e ga 138 (i 5l ol
il e Al il Jsay 30AY Gy ila e Lilday
(540

Sl 23 1388 5 )l s A small (o Ll a1 and 13S0
S Cllas @VAOV gy Yoo 8 A BBy 8ty )
a1 W) Gl san) o G e Aty ) A Al 5055
Ay Lﬁﬁj’-"‘d‘ ?LJ) cﬁ) ?" L) yi8) faS) c}.u):\ V4 uA B
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Ols sl Glhall acal saaiie e (V) Lty 0 ol 5 3aas

(D Ibid, Secret, for Barratt to United Kingdom Commission, in
Mayo 20, 1957.

@ F.0, Record of conversation between the secretary of state and
The Iranian foreign minister on Wednesday, June 5, 1957.in
Karachi.

) Ibid, No, 682, from Bahrin to foreign office, on June 20, 1957.
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230 5 on g e 5 yie el Lty ) Uldad 400 el
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Y 1900 ing 2)140) dia gty pll 4 a2 (s (el
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(AT 4ab (e 0t el o hall dlaai jelaiy dals
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2V AVTA Lo gi€T 8 gl s A sandl

() Ibid, No 1085/57, British Embassy Tehran to foreign office,
March 28, 1957.

@ F.O, No 1085, H.M. Ambassador to British Embassy, Tehran,
February 15, 1958.

©) Ibid, From Tehran Ministry of foreign affairs, February 14,
1958.

@ Ibid, No,1200, from ministry of foreign affairs to H.M.
Embassy on March 4, 1958,.and F. O., No, 1058, 58, from
foreign office to British Embassy, in August 21, 1985
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ki)
- F. C. O, No 1183, from SAUDI ARABIA to foreign office,

24 October, 1968. p 19-24).
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&‘JAS‘J ibadd) a.u@
s bgdiial) & 3l N
India Office Record gl iiSa @l -)
IOR/L/Ps/ 12/ 3863, Persian Gulf.uestion of the
ownership of the islands of Farsi, Arabi and Harqus,
and Dalmabh,
India Office, B. 399 / P. 4632/28, Report about The
Status of certain Groups of Islands in the Persian
Gulf., 27th August 1928.
IOR/R/ 15/ 1/ 273, ARAB COASTS &
MISCELLANEOUS
Ailay ) A JA) 30 5 g (g -

Foreign Office

F. O.,No,1536, 4 Aug 1956.
F.O.,NO,722,8 Aug 1956.
F.O.,No 771, 9 Aug 1956.
F.O., No, 849, 25 Aug 1956.-
F.O., No, 95, 26 Aug 1956.
F.O., NO, 866, 28 Aug 1956.

F. O., No 2, 25 Sept 1956.

F.O., No,92, 25 sept 1956.

F.O., No, 943, 30 Sept 1956.

F. O., No, 876, 4 October 1956.
F.O., No,780, 6 October 1956.
F.O., No,781, 6 October 1956.
F.O., No, 321, 10 October 1956.
F.O., No, 973, 11 October 1956.
F.O., No, 959, 13 October 1956.
F.O.,NO,1010, 19 October 1956.
F.O., No, 339, 21 October 1956
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F.O., NO, 2162, 22 October 1956
F.O., NO, 2162, 24 October 1956.
F.O., No, 95, 24 October 1956.
F.O., NO, 1039, on 28 October 1956.
F.O., No, 1046, on 30 October 1956.
F.O., No, 1046, 31 October 1956.
F.O., NO, 770, 2 November 1956.
F.O., NO, 71, 9 November 1956
F.O., No, 1194, 11 November 1956
F.O., NO, 1238, 16 November 1956.
F.O., NO, 968, 19 November 1956.
F.O.,NO, n151, 26 November 1956.
F.O., NO, 1356, 5 December 1956.
F.O., NO, 72, 7 December, 1956.
F.O., NO, 137,8 December, 1956
F.O., NO, 1098, 8 December, 1956
F.O., NO, 274, 10 December, 1956.
F.O.,N.O, 7871, December 18, 1956
F.O., NO,,8143, December 25, 1956
F.O.,NO 1073,4 January, 1957
F.O., NO, 1085/57, 11 January, 1957.
F.O., NO,12,January 24, 1957
F.O.,NO,14, 22 January, 1957.
F.O., February 5, 1957.

F.O., February 14, 1957

F.O., NO 140, March 6, 1957

F.O., NO1085, March 9, 1957.

F.O., NO, 167, March 20, 1957.
F.O., NO 1085/57, March 28, 1957.
F.O., NO, 708, April 16, 1957.

F.O., June 5, 1957.

F.O., NO, 0,682, June 20, 1957
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F.O., NO, 1085, February 15, 1958
F.O., February 14, 1958.
F.O., No,1200, March 4, 1958,
F.O., NO, 1058, 58, Augaste21, 1958.
F.O., E 56/28/1085, 5 October, 1956.
F.O., E 1084/17, No, 897, 10 October 1956. .
F.O., E 1084/27, No, 115, 16, October 1956.
F.O., Eo10325/1 No, 6, March 23, 1957.
F.O., E 1536/34, 4 august, 1956.
F.O., E53, 1085/57, March 28, 1957.
F. C.0O, 24 October, 1968.
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- Heikal. H. Mohamed: Cutting the lion's tail Suez

there ought Egyptian eyes, First Published London

1986.
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