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Moral Values in Arabic Syntax
By
Ahmed Eid Abdelfattah Hasan
Associate Professor of Linguistics,

Faculty of the Arabic Language, Al-Azhar University

Abstract

The revelation of the Qur’an in Arabic has endowed the language
with auniversal presence, elevated it, and infused its rules with
magnificent human and moral qualities. | have selected twelve
values from the heritage of Arabic syntax to show the magnificence
of the language, the superiority of its standards, rules, constructions,
and the beauty of its styles. This language has a literary message
that caters for human interests, happiness, and security. It also
encourages everything beautiful and discourages everything ugly.

These values include:

Having beautiful qualities

Being faithful to former friends

Etiquettes of dialogue

Rights of neighborhood

Befriending good people

Putting things where they should belong
Giving the needy what satisfies them
Commanding the right and forbidding the wrong
Helping the weak

The occupied cannot be occupied
Conciliating those in dispute

Not speaking of things uncertain
Opposites do not converge

Holding the tongue

Preserving the soul

Strong opposition is constructive
Preventing analogy for a legal impediment

eV



These and other values draw our attention to two major things:

First: We should be proud of our noble language and feel its beauty
as Ibn Jinn1 used to. He said that contemplating the subtleties of the
Arabic language always led him to wise and accurate thinking that
verged on utmost wonder (al-Khasa is, vol. 1, p. 48).

Second: We have to be dutiful to our language by studying,
teaching, editing, elucidating, and engaging it analytically and
critically.
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