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From Rhetoric of the Qur*anic Dialogue:
The Dialogue of Prophet Ibrahim (Peace be upon him) and his People as
revealed in Surat Al- Anbiya (Chapter of Prophets), as a Model

By: Nagwa Sayed Sayed Ibrahim

Department of Rhetoric and Criticism

Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Women in Beni Suef
Azhar University

Abstract

This research aims at displaying some rhetorical aspects in the dialogue of
prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him) with his people as revealed Surat Al-
Anbiya (chapter of the prophets). It also sheds light upon the most outstanding
rhetorical means and the persuasive techniques employed by prophet Ibrahim
(peace be upon him). Utilizing those means and techniques, prophet lbrahim
(peace be upon him) managed to base his argument and introduce concrete, and
mental evidence on the truthfulness of his call for Allah. In addition, Prophet
Ibrahim (peace be upon him) managed to uncover the aberrance of his people.
This research relies on the descriptive and analytical approaches which trace
ways of formulation and their impact upon meaning. By the end of the research,
the researcher has summed up the most important findings. For example, one of
the most important objectives of the dialogue is its being a means of spreading
the call for Allah widely refuting the suspicions of the unreasonable contenders
and trying to persuade them through clear evidence. It is also necessary to
establish pillars of dialogue in all affairs of our life starting from familial
dialogue, dialogue in between the individuals of the same society, the dialogue
in between the individuals and their leaders unto the dialogue in between the
Islamic nation and other nations because dialogue represents the ideal solution
for many problems which face nations and societies. Moreover, the one who
calls for Allah should be patient, adherent to righteousness, be confident of
Allah's victory, not to allow the power of falsehood to shake his determination,
not to let despair find its way to him because the victory of Allah would certainly
take place. The Holy verses, the object of this study, abound in rhetorical styles
and features that repeatedly appeared in the Holy Qur'an as they have an
influential and apparent role in shaping the dialogic situation. Those features
and styles include emphasis, anastrophe, interrogation, separation, ellipses,
metaphor, and euphemism.
Key words: dialogue, rhetoric, the dialogue of Ibrahim (peace be upon him)
with his people.
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