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The impact of colonialism on the past, present
and future of the Arabic language
in sub-Saharan Africa
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Abstract:
The situation of the Arabic language in the countries of Western Sudan, located
south of the Sahara Desert, has gone through several stages and undergoes several
turning points, which have marked the course of the Arabic language in this country.
The language did not witness an unprecedented spread in the western regions of
Sudan and Chad, except with the entry and spread of Islam, which was the basis and
the first pillar for the development, prosperity and expansion of the kingdoms, their
progress, and the spread of Islamic and Arab culture in them, to the extent that the
Arabic language was the language of diplomacy, economy, science, religion and cul-
ture. The language of the complex as a whole is its various ethnicities, races, races,
and regions. The Arabic language was the link between the tribes and peoples of
sub-Saharan Africa, a link that linked them to culture, knowledge, science, religion
and economy, and the basic relations between these African kingdoms, which were
not famous except thanks to Islam and the Arabic language that spread Due to sev-
eral factors that led to its spread and rooting in this region, which extends from the
country of Abyssinia to the coasts of the Atlantic Ocean in the country of (Wolof)
Senegal.
Colonialism negatively affected the course of the Arabic language in this region, as
colonialism sought to impose its culture, language, education, and even religion,
which led to its quest to displace the Arabic language, so that it could gain intellec-
tual, cultural, scientific and religious control, and the colonizer worked to uproot the
Arabic language from its roots. By killing, banishing, imprisoning scholars and dis-
placing them from their villages to exile so that the arena would be free for him to
plant the seeds of his culture, language and belief.
However, the attempts of the colonizer failed, so the present of the Arabic language
appears fruitful and juicy, drawing its ingredients from the past of the Arabic lan-
guage in the French sub-Saharan region of Sudan.
The present is the implantation of the past, and the Arabic language has occupied a
high position in the countries of sub-Saharan Africa, and occupied a practical and
scientific space, which it did not reach before today, and it imposed itself, through
cultural, scientific, practical, religious and social spread.
As for the future of the Arabic language in the French sub-Saharan region of Sudan,
the signs point to the possibility of linguistic dominance, as a result of the spread of
Arab universities and scientific disciplines in all fields, which began decades ago to
consolidate its stability and expansion in all fields.
Despite the conflicts of cultures, and the adoption by anti-Arabic cultures of strate-
gies and plans that are implemented through organizations, bodies and cultural cen-
ters, and countries are working to fund them in order to spread Arab culture at the
expense of the Arabic language, the Arabic language began to spread through halls,
social facilities, Islamic faith and education Religious, civil and formal education,
which imposed dualism in several sub-Saharan African countries, all reflect the sig-
nificance of the dominance of the Arabic language, and the spread of Arab culture in
these sub-Saharan countries in the near future, God willing.
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