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Abstract:

"The Functional Role of the dead in Religious texts and Scenes™*

Believing that death is inevitable, the ancient Egyptian
considered death as a stage of resurrection through which the
deceased turns into Osir, seeking to accompany the god Ra
through his journey in order to attain resurrection. The deceased
hoped also to adopt the characteristics of Ra and Osir after
death, and in order to achieve this purpose, the dead had to be
freed from all the chains of death as the idol Ra did before him.
Therefore, the role of the deceased was not restricted by acting
as a god, but the dead played many roles, which were all
intended to help the idol Ra. The deceased, for example, became
a guide to the sun god; his deputy, messenger and servant; a
navigator, leader and sometimes the oar of Ra’s boat; a writer of
Ra; and an eye of Ra. The deceased described him/herself as
"the morning star".
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