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Abstract:

Initiation is one of the keys to the reading of the literary text in general, and
the fictional text in particular. It naturally comes at the beginning of the short story
to excite the reader, push him to follow the course of the story and events to
interact with it. It is a prelude to the world of the short story, and a basis for the
general construction of the text. It presents, through its narration, scenery,
description, or dialogue, a conscious vision of presenting the story in the narrative
body.
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The short story seeks, through the initiation, to provide an exemplary space
for the narrative statement that it strives to reveal, and therefore the creative writer
works through her/his initiation of the text to create paradigmatic relationships that
extend to the top where the title of the fictional text is, and to the bottom where the
other layers of the text are. Thus, the creative writer gives the initiation its
paramount value which lies in directing the reader to read the questions of the text,
and inciting her/him to grasp the keys to confrontation, leading to the answer.

This research attempts to study the initiation threshold in the Omani short
story, by examining the concept, the characteristics of initiation in the short story,
and its functions in the fictional text. Due to the availability of initiations in all the
texts of the collection of stories on the one hand, and their diversity on the other
hand, and also, because this collection of stories - as far as the researcher is aware
of - was not dealt studied before, the researcher landed on it for this study.
Keywords: Initiation, textual thresholds, the Omani short story, Ishraq al-
Nahdi.
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