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Library makerspaces and the changing role of academic libraries: an

analytical study of workspaces in Saudi universities
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Summary:

Workspaces are spaces for collaborative creativity and have recently received
great attention as a means of providing a safe, secure, comfortable, and
productive environment for study and work, as well as providing access to
resources and technology. On the importance of workspaces and their benefits
for academic libraries in the context of global transformations, and then devise

indicators that make Saudi and Arab academic libraries in general need
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workspaces, and the challenges associated with activating them and how to face

those challenges.
The workspaces came with challenges that required us to rethink many of the
regulations and traditions adopted within academic libraries and required us to
change the functions of the library in order to play a leading role in a changing
environment; Therefore, the study recommended spreading the workspace
culture among faculty members and beneficiaries and showing the benefits of
workspaces for them. The study showed that workspaces are a natural extension
of library services, as the library's mission in meeting the needs of beneficiaries
coincides with what it must provide through workspaces. Therefore, libraries are
the best places to adopt workspaces. The study recommended the need for
workspace practitioners to develop learning and adaptation skills to facilitate
activities. In workspaces, and for many library professionals these skills are new,
so they must develop their expertise to deal with and adapt to workspaces.
Study terminology :
Makerspace ¢ Workspace ¢ Fab Lab ¢ Tech Shops ¢ The manufacturer.
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