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Documents of the Khedive Opera Theatre in Egypt
in the Archive Group of the Council of Ministries (1881-
1894)
An archival and Diplomatic Study

Dr. Hend Fekry Mohamed
Assistant Professor in Librarianship, Archives and
Information Department
Faculty of Arts, Cairo University

Abstract:

This paper is a study of original unique Arabic documents
preserved in the National Archives of Egypt. This paper tackles the
documents of the Khedive Opera Theatre in Egypt (1881-1894). These
documents have not been studied nor published before in diplomatics.

This paper aims at evaluating the informational value of the
"documents of Khedive Opera Theatre; with its various sources of
information about the Opera employees, their salaries and the safety
measures that were used to provide protection against fires; as well as
the development and upgrading of the lighting systems in the Khedive
Opera Theatre in Egypt (1881-1894).

The researcher applied the historical documentary methodology,
in this study, by analyzing and criticizing these documents to induct
and deduct new fact. This paper begins with a brief introduction about
the main subject. It included the main terminology of the study, its
objectives, methodology; and a short historical introduction based on
documents data with its historical references. The archival study
provided a new introduction to the documents of the study, its storage
place, source of origin and its classification; with a detailed
demonstration of its objective contents; in addition to a concise
descriptive archival card for each document according to ISAD.

This study provided an analysis of the most important
diplomatic elements as well as displayed clearly the informational
value of "the documents of the Khedive Opera Theatre". The
researcher published, transcribed and copyedited the documents
according to standard rules of publishing Arabic documents; in
addition to providing a clear definition and authentication of its most
important terms.

Keywords:

The Opera employees - the lighting systems in the Opera -
the safety measures against fires
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