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Abstract

This study seeks to develop a comprehensive approach through which
the opportunities and challenges of the Egyptian Blue Economy (BE)
can be analysed considering the United Nations’ 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGSs). In this way, the study analytically presents
the various concepts of BE and their relationship and interaction with
SDGs, focusing on the Egyptian context. This research, accordingly,
aims to identify blue economic opportunities that can promote
economic growth in Egypt while recognising the challenges that hinder
the sustainable development goals of the blue economy. The study
adopts a descriptive-analytical method that investigates relevant
literature on BE, including economic geography, with reference to the
Egyptian economy. The study's findings reveal that the most suitable
concept for Egypt is the broad definition of BE. This concept extends
BE beyond saltwater activities in the seas and oceans, encompassing
fresh water and covering all water resources. Additionally, the study
highlights the connection of this concept with all SDGs, both
influencing and being influenced by them. Building on this
comprehensive approach, the research identifies various opportunities
for the Egyptian blue economy, including the Suez Canal, maritime
transport, maritime ports, fish farming and aquaculture, beach tourism
and Nile tourism, diversification of energy sources, and seawater
desalination. However, the research also highlights the significant
challenges facing the Egyptian blue economy under SDGs, such as
climate change, overfishing, food, water and energy shortages, marine
and water pollution, unsustainable tourism, an unfavourable enabling
environment, and the Renaissance Dam.

Keywords: Blue Economy; Sustainable Development; Economic
Growth; Egyptian Economy
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