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Mechanisms of Influence and Persuasion in the
Discourse of Debate
""The Most Beautiful Dialogues and Debates’ Case
Study

Dr. Abdelaziz Elsayed Abdelaziz Elbdawy
Lecturer of Linguistics, Department of Arabic Language
Faculty of Al-Alsun, Ain Shams University

Abstract

The debate discourse is known to be of specific nature; it has
multiple linguistic manifestations and various rhetorical features,
including: the elements of communication, dialogue, evidence and
arguments, victory, influence as well as persuasion. It also has
special rhetorical and aesthetic characteristics. The debate is based
on two conflicting opinions or approaches over a general topic or
problem. It takes the form of a discussion between two parties with
two opposing opinions over the discussed topic. Both parties seek to
prove and defend their point of view by various scientific and logical
means and by the use of evidence and proof.

The research studies "The Most Beautiful Dialogues and
Debates"”, in which Mansour Al-Awaji collected debates and
dialogues conducted between scholars, princes, and the public, who
belong to different levels and backgrounds in different fields and
various occasions. The vastness and the diversity of the research
sample was the motive behind conducting it in order to reveal the
argumentative mechanisms used in the various debate discourses to
influence others and try to persuade them by various linguistic,
mental and logical means.

Keywords: Discourse, Debate, Persuasion, Mechanisms.
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