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abstract

The scientific meaning of the word mosaic was known later by the 

Romans with the word opus museum, which is usually called a work of 

art with a coherent shape or a drawing made of small cubes, collected 

together and planted in a mortar that works on its cohesion, and it gives 

either a flat shape or a three-dimensional shape It merges with it to give 

multiple shapes and decorations, and the art of mosaic is based on the 

rhythm of color and line in forming the apparent plastic unit, which is 

called (the rug). It is also called in the Latin language of the Romans, 

pavimentum tesseris structum. Pottery, glass, or seashells, which are 

kinetic shapes that form a geometric, floral, human, or animal 

decoration.

One of the most important academic scientific studies that specialized 

in the study of landscapes and the study of mosaics in general in 

Western Europe is a study by Dr. Abeer Abdel Moneim Qassem, 

Roman Mosaic Art (Landscapes), Master Thesis, Alexandria, 1999. 

Through which I was keen to highlight and clarify the most important 

artistic features in the mosaic paintings that appeared in Western 

Europe, and I took two examples from that, for example, but not 

limited to, namely the Orpheus mosaic in Palermo and Sicily, and the 

Vienna mosaic. Then I mentioned the most important landscapes 

depicted on these panels, which include wild animals, hunting scenes, 

and the meeting of animals around Orpheus, the legendary musician 

whose playing attracts all animals, even predatory ones. 
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