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A STUDY OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND
REGULATORY MOTIVATIONS BEHIND ENCROACHMENTS ON
AGRICULTURAL LANDS (CASE STUDY MENOUFIA
GOVERNORATE)

. S. Ali®, A, Sheta®, Kh. S. Taha® and M. J. S. EI-OkI®
@ Agri. Economics, Faculty of Agriculture, Menoufia University
@ Land Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Ein Shams University

ABSTRACT: The agriculture sector has a particular importance, as the value of
GDP generated by this sector 2012 about 218 billion pounds, representing about 15% of the
total value of GDP in Egypt for the same year, as well as it is a source of food security for
citizens. It also works within this sector about 35% of the total workforce. In spite of the
importance and inevitability of the concern for the development of this sector, specially it’s
products which have a special importance of the human being, however, that the resources
of this sector is still drained with real alarming way, especially on the rights of future
generations. The need for conservation and maintenance of this sector resources increasing
rabidly specially in the presence of inability of this sector for achieving self-sufficiency in some of
the products and goods particularly wheat, maize, sugar and cooking oil, and weak capacity to
meet the increasing demand for these products due to increase in the population.

The land resources is one of the most important Agriculture resources, which must be
preserved and maintained, as it is the most important determinants of agricultural production.

289



Ali, et al.,

The encroachment on agricultural land very serious threat to stand in the way of achieving
desired development in agriculture sector in general and the plant production in particular,
especially after the widespread phenomenon of encroachment on agricultural lands after
January revolution, 2011.

The study depends on a sample of individuals who have an encroachment on agricultural land
in Menoufia governorate in order to stand on the phenomenon of encroaching on agricultural
land and its motives. This sample spread over six centers of the governorate. The sample
included 135 cases of encroaching on agricultural lands vary between different forms of
encroachment like lands Set-asides and construction for housing, or for commercial activities or
agricultural projects. As motives example of the phenomenon of encroaching on agricultural
land: the declining of agricultural land prices compared to buildings land, the desire of
individuals to establish commercial, agricultural or industrial projects, poor returns from
agricultural land and rising production costs, attempt to provide housing for sons to marriage
and weak laws and the lack of control in the period after the revolution.

Key words: Economic, social, regulatory, motivations, encroachments
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