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Abstract.

This study attempts to underline the role of antonyms in the clarifi-
cation of meaning in the divan of the Egyptian poet Gamal Eldin Ibn Ma-
trouh born in 592 A.H., 1196 A.D. and died in 659 A.H., 1262 A.D. The
study reveals the terminologies that rhetoricians use to refer to antonyms
while focusing on the two terms: antithesis and opposition. Ibn Matrouh has
basically depended on the use of antonyms in his poetry, and has regularly
used it in his divan. Hence, the best way to study this phenomenon is the
stylistic approach. Examining Ibn Matrouh’s biography, it is clear that he
was a statesman who held high-ranking positions in the Ayyubid age while
being at the same time a poet praised for his poetry. The study reveals that
the new version of the divan has one thousand verses more than the old ver-
sion which led to the necessity of restudying this divan. As far as | am con-
cerned, this study is the first one to consider the phenomenon of antonyms
in Ibn Matrouh’s divan .

The study deals with the meaning of rhetoric in language, the two
terms: rhetoric and antonyms, and the role of antonyms in poetry. It is made
clear that if the use of the rhetoric was extensive in the Abbasid age, the po-
ets of the Ayyubid age exceeded others in their heavy use of the rhetoric,
among whom is lbn Matrouh who used the rhetoric in his divan in general
and used antonyms in particular. The study discusses the eloquence of anto-
nyms, and the types of antithesis and opposition in the poetry of Ibn Ma-
trouh, showing how far he used each type and his extensive use of anto-
nyms.

Keywords: Literature, : rhetoric , antonyms, stylistic , Ibn Matrouh
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