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Abstract

Natural religion is one of the most important topics in the philosophy
of religion. However, it has been neglected in a way that does not suit this
important place among philosophical topics, especially in Arabic studies.
Therefore, this study saw the need to address the issue of natural religion
as a moral goal for one of the most prominent philosophers of the
nineteenth century, the French philosopher Jules Simon, whose
philosophy suffered from remarkable neglect in Arab philosophical
treatments despite the multiple references from a number of Arab thinkers
at the beginning of the twentieth century to The importance of
transferring his philosophical legacy to Arabic. Natural religion is a
purely rational religion. It believes in the existence of a god and an enemy
in the afterlife. It denies revelation, rituals and devotional rituals. It
believes that true worship lies in the practice of moral virtues, and calls
for tolerance and acceptance of the other. Simon saw in him the perfect
solution to solve the dilemma of the nineteenth century between the
religious and the atheists, who argued that it is impossible for an
individual to be religious and rational at the same time. Because of the
mysteries, ambiguities and contradictions in religion, Simon began to
prove that a person can be religious and rational at the same time by
embracing the natural religion that believes in the existence of God, the
creator of the universe, and rejects everything that is opposed to the mind
and beyond its perceptions. Thus, it is impossible for the natural religion
to remain as a religion among the religions. Because his companions

chose to gather as philosophers among the prophets.

Keywords: Natural Religion - Jules Simon - Deism - Religion of Instinct

- Religion of Reason - Religious Tolerance.
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France, 1848-1886, Columbia, MO: University of Missouri Press, 1978, p.7.
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(Y) Simon, Natural Religion, p. VII .
@) Ibid, p. 257 .
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(3 See, Simon (Jules), Spinoza, Revue des Deux Mondes (1829-1971), ler JUIN
1843, Nouvelle Série, Vol. 2, No. 5 (1er JUIN 1843), pp. 756-786.

(*) Ibid, pp.758,770.

YAo



Gide dite s le A8 sl e wll g 2 oY T s (T4) e

Jilae 8 alel) g — apdal) (Al G JA& i — "Csand’ aadl dpale oyt
S dpaally daadld) e Al Ayl dejll ol alall el dgaaally ¢l
Yl ol Glatiee cilS Wy gdal) fase g e WGl YY)
>l 0 pgd ankl) Cpdl) Clasal a 288 (k) T 5 D) 328 Laall goadd
Gy Lo 1Y dsSally Gagerll leaply Cliine lghoas Culil) huly Chianally
aaslaall () @lids ale Jlae 8 A6IS Cilasla il Sy o8 3 galad) anil
dady —a3 vt ale "ndl G Al das SN -G Al Jie Blasl cilea
Aol lad) JSE ia HUSD dals A (S5 oy Aange e Hal Ll
Gow Galyy B aas Y 3) od3a aca clicaly)ll cuil€ cduand) il saie 2alily
Bl sl OIS 388 Cljamal) (o Gl Laals 43l gl g 26 AN L Jsa) Jay
QA G Sas el LB OV ol 8 sall sla) GISaYL K 1Y Sedg
uas leiy culSy sl Agles Anle W oa8 mas e @D ey € e (bl
(s AY slallyy callall 4ilay aislangs ) 3sas OlaYl @y o 1505 s g
opts "samd aladl G a3 Lag . il ) Gasih 050 bl Jaally 588 dsle G
Glt alell Gl 3 ehaS Ths IS canlall ) b alall —ap e la e —
A 358 (e slalall o A€l 4t b Leg Bla all (K o LS cdlalal) delly

tCisas J5a A ) ol Laitiad) 40 -GG

g Gl e opey "Osand e aulal) 3 asede Aaph o Liy of aa

G 8 g Ll A e Gl syl e 4 a4 bl
diygpa Ao Ty el AN dading o) Jual S0 Y anlal) 0 G g sand
Syl ) e ool gl Ja ombys 4 Gl b IS5 (asll ST 4y casaaly
Gl Gl Giye wiledlly usilally Claball aues e oty andal) opdll Al e

Oo B S ol e allly 43 ) ¢pald e alan gl (e Vgt Wilas Gl agdal

YooY QLS alal) dgpaaall Aiggd) hpalall ((Pla b daas cuand) Jiall Q&5 ¢y o ()

.\V'u.a

YA



Gide dite s le A8 sl e wll g 2 oY T s (T4) e

sag OV jemall O 6 alal) D aypg Bigpeall siliall e pend ) Alasad)  lal
fol Lo Joatilly adle (83 Cagun 31 Y

(A agag — )

Sohie Sel 48l e Slmb (palls flie el ) s (Glie 4l) 3sms " pand S

Wiy b wdby QL) Gy Jie A ke e @l o) S sdpluall) Gail) b
Jsasll oasll e saeliss (5l 00 edind) Gy off s "0y gad gy (Vi) g
Wiy eligal Wily juals dil &) 3 ¢laf adainy Y o3 asm gl lld (Tl 3gms o) )
Ay taipma o dlaal Curs Y LS Ol el (g Op il 1 opalia Jsi 8L 1 ol Y
zoasl) 3k alyl 588 jumaridl Ll ety salal) allad) s e pai of Ll 4y
18 jute a5 cdaSally cdasylly calally 8yl 2} Clia e of "gsannd sl (e3lally
Al QS WS Gt cpll eWa o "osan 301 N5 oLl LdS 4 Gy )<
Osladie agdY t4d (p)SE Y Laily odsng (b 0SS Vs 43S0 Y el 085 cagnse e
Glad 32 (s o adialdy Gl (S dpual) Glaldly sl ddysniall agallias Wil
e BN e sl Y camall W o "0 sannd Ty 220U bl ells S agie
(ol IS aendil B (B a1 agila 5% Cun ) dgas Ay Bla ¢
Do dlly 4l ol e G581 8 e BDla B IS thuga Cllge 8 Dsaas L 134

agalas N and S5 iy i) and (8 (3lilaally 3000 (il e

Laldll cpalndly ) agay U Bpl (B~ ganh JSE Osand p 138

Obal 038 Gaey Lo ST L e U it e (a3 almal) cudy ST edpalil)

(") Simon, Natural Religion, p. xxxviii.
) lbid, p.2.
() Ibid, p. IV.
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(°) Simon, Natural Religion, p.1.
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(*) Simon, Natural Religion, p.257.
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(%) Simon, Natural Religion, p.2.

() Diderot (D.,), pensées Philosophiques, A La Haye, Aux Dépens De La Campagnie,
1746, p.38..

¢ Ibid, p.39.
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(®) Simon, Natural Religion, p.5.
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