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George F. Kennan and His Role in American
Foreign Polic
AD 2005 -1904.

Ahmed Mohamed El-Sayed Hamed Saeed.
Lecturer in the Department of History and Civilization - Faculty of Arabic
Language in Mansoura - Al-Azhar University.

E-mail: ahmedsaeidl026.el@azhar.edu
Abstract:

The study included six axes, which are as follows: the first axis: birth
and education, the second axis: work in the diplomatic corps, the third
axis: his marriage and his learning of Russian, the fourth axis: his role in
American politics: the US recognition of the Soviet Union in 1933 AD,
third: the telegram The long telegram and the policy of containment, third:
Kennan and his role in the Truman administration, fifth: Kennan and his
role in the Truman administration, fifth: Soviet actions and criticism of
Kennan, Kennan and his view of the Middle East, eighth: his position on
appointing political leaders, ninth: militarizing the policy of containment,
the fifth axis : Kennan's Resignation, Axis VI: His Writings and His Death

KeyWords.- (Soviet Union, US-Russian Relations, Containment
Policy, The Long Telegram, Sources Of Soviet Behavior).
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(1) Becky Powell: The Origins of George F. Kennan’s Theory of Containment: Stalin’s
Russia and the Failure of U.S. Foreign Policy, Rice University’s History Department’s
Honors Senior Thesis March 27, 2017.p.p.4,5.
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= & DEPARTMENT OF ST% ACTION MUST BE ENDORSED
ON ACTION COPY

INCOMING TELEGRAM

PEM -E~-1 8263 :
No paraphrase necessary. =
Moscow via War

ACTION:EUR
gN'FO: gy Dated February 22, 1946
U

Rec td 3:52 p.m.
c
P Secretary of State, z /)/
A-C ., B
= \.Jashington. G/C" =
‘Snl;g 511, Februarm 22, 9 p.m. 3
5 ¥ Answer to Deptt!s 284, Feb 3 involvass gquestions
Dc so intricate, so delicate, so strange to our form off

thought, and so important to analysis ol our Iinter-
national environment that I cammot compiross answvers

into single brief message without ylelding to what

I feel would be dangerous degree of over-simplificatlion.
I hope, therefore, Dept will bear with mc I1f I submit

in answer to this question five parts, subjects of which
will be roughly as follows: '

(One) Basic- features of post-war Soviet outlook.
(Two) Background of this outlook.

(Three) Its projection in practical policy on
officlial level. .

(Four) Its projection on unofficial level.

(Five) Practical deductions from stcndpoint of
US policy- .

I apologize iIn advance for thils burdening of 3
telegraphic chammel; but questions involved are aof such
urgent importance, particularly in view of recent
events, that our answers to them, if they dessrv. atien-
tion at all, seem to me to deserve it at once. “STERE
FOLLOWS PART OHNE: BASIC FREATURES OF POST WAR SOV =
OUTLO0OK, AS PUT FORWARD RY OFFICIAL PROPAGANDA MACHINE,
ARE AS FOLLOWS:

(A) USSR still lives in antagonistic "capif.list
encirclement™ with which in the long run there cont be
no permanent peaceful coexlstence. As stated by
Stalin in 1927 to a delegation of American workeri:

documents File : Harry S. Truman Administration Telegram, George
Kennan to George Marshall [*"Long Telegram'], February 22, 1946.
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"In course of further development of international
revolution there will emerge two centers of world :
slgnificance: 2 soclalist center, draving %o ftself
the countrlies vhilch tend foward sociallism, and a
capitalist centor, drawving to 1taelf the countries
that incline tovard capitalism. Battle between thase
two centers for command of world economy will deolde
fate of capltalism and of ¢ommunism in entire world."

. (B) Capitaiisi world is beset with internal con-
fliets, inberent In nature of capitalist soclety.
These conflicts nre lusoluble by means of peaceful
compromlge. Greatest of them 1s thet between England
and US. ;
—
(C) Internal conflicts of capitalism inevitably
generate wars. Wars thus generated mey be of twa
kinds: intra-capitalist wars between two capitalist
‘states, and wars of Intervention against socialist
vorld. sSmart cepltalists, valnly seeking escape frou
inner conflicts of capitalism, incline toward latter.

(D) Intervention against USSR, while it would be
dlsastrous to those who undertook it, would cause
reneved delay in progress of Soviet soclalism and must
therefore be forestalled at all costs.

(E) Conflicts between capitallst states, though
likewlse fraught with danger for USSR, nevertheless
hold out great posslbilitlies for advancement of
soclallist cause. particularly if USSR remesns militarily

poverful, 1deologically monolithic and feilthful to its

Present brilliart leadership.

(F) It must be borne in mind that capitalist world
1s not all bad. In addition to hopelessly reactlionary
and bourgeois elements, 1t includes (one) certain wholly
enlightened and poultive olements united in accepteble
communistic parties and (two) certaln other elements
(now described for tactical reasons as progressive or

democratic)

DECLASSIFIED = R y
SECRET EO. 11652, Sec. HE) and STt mo ren Ypipin
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democratic) whose reactions, aspirations and activities
happen to be "objectively" favorable to interests of
USSR. These last must be encouraged and utilized for

Soviet purposes.

(G) Among negative cslements of bourgeois-capitalist
soclety, most dangerous of all are those whom Lenin
called false friends of the people, namely moderate-
socialist or social-democratic leaders (in other words,
non-communist left-wing). These are more dangerous
than out-and-out reactionariles, for latter at least
march under their true colors, whereas moderate left-
ving leaders confuse people by employing devices of
socialism to serve interests of reactionary capital.

So much for premises. To what deductions do they
_lead from standpoint of Soviet policy? To following:

(A) Everything must be done to advance relative
strength of USSR as factor in international society.
Conversely, no opportunity must be missed to reduce
strength and influenco, collectively as well as
individually, of capitallist powers.

(B) Soviet efforts, and those of Russia's friends
abroad, must be directed toward deepening and explolting
of differences and conflicts between capitalist powers.
If these eventually deepen into an "imperialist" war,
this var must be turned into revolutionary upheavals
within the various caplitalist countries.

(C) "Democratic-progressive" elements abroad are
to be utilized to maximum to bring pressure to bear
on capitalist governments along lines agreeable to
Soviet interests.

(Dl Relentless battle must be waged againat socialist
and social-democratic leaders abroad.

PART TWO

“BECRBT

DECUSSIFED ) o @
10, 1972
4 f &
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Jan. b4, 1960.

Dear Senator Kennedy:

I was much moved that you should have taken the trouble to write me
about the piece in The Listener, for I know how tremendously burdened your
time must be.

In a speech to the Women's National Democratic Club, in October, I
spoke in a bit greater detail about the question of getting rid of the atomic
weapon; and I enclose a copy of the speech for the event that you should wish
to glance at the pertinent passages, beginning on page T.

Let me just add this.

(a) I do not consider that there would be any great practical possi-
bility of getting rid of the actual atomic explosives (i.e., the warheads)
by international agreement. This would invole too many complications and dif-
ficulties. But I do think one might aim--as a long-term policy objective--at
a controlled abolition of the long-range missiles, particularly if we were
able to work out (as I think we should) a system of international collaboration
with the Russians and others in the exploration of outer space.

(b) Wnile I felt it was in order for me, as & private citizen, to urge
the total abolition of atomic weapons, I recognize that anyone with senior
political responsibility would have to approach this question much more cautiously
Here, I think the emphasis should be laid, for the present, on the strengthening
of our conventional forces, in order to reduce our unhealthy dependence on the
atom, and to lay the groundwork for a more hopeful and constructive approach
to the problems of disarmament, generally.

With best regards and all good wishes, !

8incerely,

/8/
GEORGE KENNAN.

T

George F. Kennan, recorded interview by Louis Fischer, March 23,
1965.p.66.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

July 17, 1963

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

It is with deep regret that I accept your resignation as
Ambassador to Yugoslavia on a date to be determined.
Your departure from the service of the government will
be a great loss, but I understand your desire to return
to your work at the Institute of Advanced Studies at
Princeton.

Your insights and advice have at all times proved of value
to us in shaping our foreign policy, and I have profited as
well from your analyses and interpretations of events.
The United States has been fortunate in having you as its
Ambassador to Yugoslavia, and I am sincerely grateful
that you were willing to respond to my request that you
undertake this mission.

As you return to academic life, you have my warm thanks
and best wishes for the future.

Sincerely yours, :

The Honorable George F. Kennan
American Ambassador
Belgrade

George F. Kennan, recorded interview by Louis Fischer, March 23,
1965.p.83.
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Seneree: US Siate Department photo courtesy of the National Aschives (phoro 56 0B 685-3)

George Frost Kennan circa 1946-1947

Giles D. Harlow and George C. Maerz, eds: Measures Short of War: The
George F. Kennan Lectures at the National War College 1946-1947,
Washington , National Defense University Press, 1991,p.199.
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Giles D. Harlow and George C. Maerz, eds: Measures Short of War: The
George F. Kennan Lectures at the National War College 1946-1947,
Washington , National Defense University Press, 1991,p.194.
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Michael Kimmage and Matthew Rojansky : a Kennan For our Times ,
Revisiting America’s Greatest 20th Century Diplomat in The 21st
Century ,Wilson Center ,Washington, Dc , 2019,p.4.
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Michael Kimmage and Matthew Rojansky : a Kennan For our Times ,
Revisiting America’s Greatest 20th Century Diplomat in The 21st
Century ,Wilson Center ,Washington, Dc , 2019,p.24.
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Michael Kimmage and Matthew Rojansky : a Kennan For our Times ,
Revisiting America’s Greatest 20th Century Diplomat in The 21st
Century ,Wilson Center ,Washington, Dc, 2019,p.54.
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1- FRUS : The Director of the Policy Planning Staff ( Kennan)
to the Under Secretary of State (Acheson), 23 May 1947.

2- Committee On Foreign Affairs : Point four Background
And Program (International Technical Cooperation Act of
1949) the Legislative Reference Service, Library of Congress,
JULY 1949.
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1- documents File : Harry S. Truman Administration

Telegram, George Kennan to George Marshall [**Long
Telegram'], February 22, 1946.

2- George F. Kennan : soviet - American relations, 1917- 1920,
russia leaves the war , printed in create Britain 1935.

3-George F. Kennan : Memoirs 1950- 1963 , An Atlantic
MontAbly Press Book ,1972

4- Measures Short of War: The George F. Kennan Lectures at
the National War College 1946-1947, Washington , National
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1- Becky Powell: The Origins of George F. Kennan’s Theory
of Containment: Stalin’s Russia and the Failure of U.S.
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Foreign Policy, Rice University’s History Department’s
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