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Abstract

The current study aimed to evaluate the level of classroom interaction
among Islamic Studies (Belief and Worship) female students using- a focus
group-based classroom discussion strategy -and their opinions. It also aimed
to investigate the female students' opinions about the pros and cons of using
classroom discussion strategies to reinforce classroom interaction. A 10-
item observation form was designed and applied to 45 female students. The
results confirmed the effectiveness of the classroom discussion strategy
during focus groups on the level of classroom interaction among the sample,
which was high, with an average of 3.58 during focus group-based
classroom discussion in all the topics. Likewise, the total responses of the
sample reached 646. The survey results of the sample's opinions on the pros
of focus group-based classroom discussion to reinforce classroom
interaction showed that one of the most encouraging features is being
helpful in “exchanging information, ideas and experiences between
colleagues.” At the same time, the most prominent disadvantage is "students’
not listening and being busy in side conversations ." The study
recommended organizing training workshops for faculty members to
develop their teaching performance using teaching strategies that stimulate
interaction and participation. In addition, it is necessary to reconsider the
teaching methods used at the undergraduate level in general and the use of
new and effective learning strategies for teaching Islamic Studies in
particular to enhance the process of classroom interaction.

Keywords: classroom discussion, focus groups, classroom interaction,
methods of teaching Islamic Studies
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