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Spurius Milius and the charge of seeking

monarchy and despotism (440 _ 439 B.C.).
Hamdi Muhammad Hilal Muhammad
Teacher of ancient history (Greek and Roman), Faculty of Arabic
Language, Mansoura, Al-Azhar University.

E-mail: hamdi1990gamal@gmail.com
Abstract:

The accusation of seeking ownership and tyranny was one of the most
important things that the aristocracy relied on. To maintain its dominance
over the course of affairs in the Roman Republic, the Spurius case is
considered the first case in Roman history. It emphasizes the danger of
exploiting money, and the duality of providing aid in crises with political
ambitions, and was the reason for Spurius’ condemnation of his efforts to
distribute grain during the famine. Despite the presence of Lucius
Minucius supervising the distribution of grains; Which led to an increase
in the gap between the aristocracy and the Roman citizens, and
assassination without trial, and the Spurius case gave justification for
violence in the last century of the Roman Republic; Because it violates the
right of appeal, the research on the Spurius case is focused on several
matters: First: The definition of tyranny in classical sources, Second: The
punishment for the charge of seeking property. And tyranny, Third:,
Spurius and the famine crisis, Fourth:, The assassination of Spurius Fifth:

Spurius’ conviction on charges of seeking monarchy and tyranny.
Keywords: Spurius, the pursuit of kingship, tyranny, Lucius, assassination,
appeal.
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(1)_Kaplow,L., Creating Popularis” History : Sp.Cassius , Sp.
Maelius, and M. Manlius in the Political Discourse of the Late
Republic, Bulletin of the Institute of Classical Studies, Vol.55,
No.,2,(2012),p.102.
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(1)_Lowrie,M., "Spurius Maelius: Dictatorship and the Homo
Sacer"”,Citzens of Discord: Rome and its Civil Wars,(2013),

pp.171,173,181_182.
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(1)_Lowrie,M., "Spurius Maelius: Dictatorship and the Homo Sacer"
,173.

(2)_Lowrie,M., "Spurius Maelius: Dictatorship and the Homo Sacer"
,178,180_182.
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(1)_Valerius Maximus, Factorvm et Dictorvm Memorabilivm, Libri
Novem. Karl Friedrich Kempf. Leipsig. Teubner. 1888, V,8,2;
Livius, Ab Urbe Condita, VI, Trans By.Benjamin Oliver Foster,
Cambridge. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Press; London,
William Heinemann, Ltd. 1924, V1,14-17.
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(1)_ Lexicon, A Lexicon Abridge From Lidddel and Scott 's Greek-
English Lexicon, New York , Harper & Brothers Publishers
Franklin Square, 1879,p.721.

(2)_ Pocket Oxford Latin Ditionary, Ed., James Morwood, Oxford
University Press, 2000,p.117.

(3)_ Glinister, F., Kingship and Tyranny in Archaic Rome, Ancient

Tyranny, Edinburgh University Press, 2006,p.24.

(4)_ Appian. The Civil Wars. L. Mendelssohn. Leipzig. Teubner. 1879,

1,98.
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"Habetis igitur primum ortum tyranni; nam hoc nomen Graeci regis iniusti esse

volureunt; nostri quidem omnes reges vocitaverunt, qui soli in populos
prepetuam potstatem haberent. Itaque et Spurius Cassius et M.Manlius et

. . . o . 4
Spurius Maelius regnum occupare voluisse dicti sunt, et mode Tib. Gracchus"( ),

(1)_Polybius, Histories , Trans by Evelyn S. Shuckburgh. London,
New York. Macmillan. 1889, I1,41; Diodorus Siculus, Library,
Trans by C. H. Oldfather. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University
Press; London: William Heinemann, Ltd. 1989, XIII, 92-93,95-96;
1X,4.

(2)_ Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, 1V,41,4 .

(3)_ Plutarch., Plutarch's Lives. Tiberius Gracchus, Trans by.
Bernadotte Perrin. Cambridge, MA. Harvard University Press.
London. William Heinemann Ltd. 1921, XIX,3; Plutarch. Plutarch's
Lives. Pompeius, Translation by. Bernadotte Perrin. Cambridge,
MA. Harvard University Press. London. William Heinemann Ltd.
1917, V,2; Plutarch,. Plutarch's Lives. Caesar, Trans by.
Bernadotte Perrin. Cambridge, MA. Harvard University Press.
London. William Heinemann Ltd. 1919, XXX,1-2.

(4)_ Cicero, Re Publica., 11,49.
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(1)_ Cicero, Re Publica., 11,51,60.

(2)_ Glinister, Kingship and Tyranny,p.19.

(3)_Polo, The Tyrant Must Die,pp.72-73.

(4)_Kalyvas, A.,“The Tyranny of Dictatorship When The Greek
Tyrant Met The Roman Dictator”, Political Theory, Vol.35,No.4,
(2007),pp-412,417.

(5)_ Golding, C., The Oikist Cycle : Oikists, Tyrant, and the Political
Devlopment of Magna Graecia,p.2; Arnheim, M.T.W., Aristocracy in
Greek Society, Plymouth, Thames and Hudson,1977,p. 129.
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(1)_ Livius, Ab Urbe Condita, 1_.11. An English Translation. Ed.
Benjamin Oliver Foster Cambridge. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard
University Press; London, William Heinemann, Ltd. 1919,,],49;
Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, 1V, 41-43.

(2)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,l,60; Dionysius Halicarnassus,
Antiquitatum Romanae,1V,68,71.

(3)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,ll,1-2; Dionysius Halicarnassus,
Antiquitatum Romanae,lV,71-72; Plutarch., Plutarch's Lives.
Publicola, Trans by. Bernadotte Perrin. Cambridge, MA. Harvard
University Press. London. William Heinemann Ltd. 1914,IX,1; Val
Max Factorvm et Dictorvm Memorabilivm, Libri Novem. Karl
Friedrich Kempf. Leipsig. Teubner. 1888,V,6,1.
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tulerat multisque aliis rebus populariter actis animos hominum amore sui

deuinctos tenebat, postquam illam potestatem deposuit, adhibito propinquorum

et amicorum consilio adfectati regni crimine domi damnauit uerberibusque

adfectum necari iussit ac peculium eius cereri consecrauit” )
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(1)_ Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,ll,2,5-11; Dionysius Halicarnassus,
Antiquitatum Romanae, V,12.

(2)_Polo, The Tyrant Must Die,p.81.

(3)_ Valerius Maximus, Factorvm et Dictorvm Memorabilivm, V,8,2;
Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae,lX.,1,1;
Stephenson,A., Public Land and Agrarian Laws of the Roman
Republic, The Johns Hopking Press,1891,p.24.

(4)_ Valerius Maximus, Factorvm et Dictorvm Memorabilivm, V,8,2.
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(1)_ Cic., Re publica.ll,60.

(2)_ Livius,. Ab Urbe Conditall,41; Dionysius Halicarnassus,
Antiquitatum Romanae, VII1,69-79.

(3)_ Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, VII1,78,5.
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(1)_ Livius, Ab Urbe Condita, VI, Trans By.Benjamin Oliver Foster,
Cambridge. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Press; London,
William Heinemann, Ltd. 1924, V1,14-17.
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(3)_ Livius Titus, Ab Urbe Condita, 111_1V, Trans By.Benjamin Oliver
Foster, Cambridge. Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Press;
London, William Heinemann, Ltd. 1922, 1V,13,1; Dionysius
Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, In Aedibus B.G. Teubneri.
Leipzig, 1885, XII,1; M. Tullius Cicero. Librorum de Re Publica Sex.
C.F. W. Mueller. Leipzig. Teubner. 1889,11.,36.
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(1)_ Glinister, Kingship and Tyranny, p.24.

(2)_ Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, XII,4,6;
Polo,F.,P.,,"The Tyrant Must Die: Preventive Tyrannicide in
Roman Political Thought, Republicas Y Ciudadanos : Modelos De
Participacion Civica en el Mundo Antiguo", Ed. Francisco Pina
Polo, Francisco Marco Simon, Jose Remesal Rodriguez,Barcelona
,(2006),pp. 83,86; Broughton,T.R., The Magistrates of the Roman
Republic, Vol.1, The American Philological Asssociation, New
York, 1951, p. 57.

(3)_ Livius, Ab Urbe Condita, 1V,16,2; Richardson,L., A New
Topographical Dictionary of Ancient Rome, The Johns Hopkins
University Press, 1992, p.310

(4)_Polo, The Tyrant Must Die,p.85.

(5)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,, 1V,12,6.

(6)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,, 1V,12,7-8.
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(1) _Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,, 1V,1; Wells,]., A Short History of Rome
to the Death of Augustus, London, 1896, p.27.

(2)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita, 1V,12,8.

(3)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita, 1V,12,8.

(4)_Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae,X11,1,11.
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(1)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita, 1V,12,8-11; Dionysius Halicarnassus,

Antiquitatum Romanae/XIl,1,11.

(2)_ Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,1V,12,11.

(3)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita.,1V,13,1-2; Dionysius Halicarnassus,
Antiquitatum Romanae,XI1,1,2-3,7-9.

(4)_Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, XI1,1,7-9.
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(1)_ Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,, 1V,13,8; Dionysius Halicarnassus,
Antiquitatum Romanae, XI1,1,6;; Lintott, A., The Constition of the
Roman Republic, Oxford University Press, 1999, p.51.

(2)_Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, XI1,1,2-5 .

(3)_ Mitchell, R.E., " The Definition of Patres and Plebs: An End to
The Struggle of the Orders", Social Struggle in Archaic Rome, New
Perspectives on the Conflict of the Orders, Ed., Kurt A.Raaflaud,
Blackwell Publishing ,2005,pp.,154-155, 173.

(4)_Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, XI1,1,8,10.
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".3.missus ab dictator servilius magister equitum ad maelium vocatte inquit

dictator. Cum pavidus ille quid vellet quaereret Serviliusque causam dicendam
. . . . 4

esse proponeret crimenque a minucio delatum ad senatum diluendum"'®.
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(1)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,, 1V,13,5-7.
(2)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,, 1V,13, 8-11.
(3)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,, 1V,13,12-14,1-2.
(4)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,, 1V,14,3.
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(1)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,, 1V,14,5-7.

(2)_ Pauw,D.A., “The Dramatic Elements in Livy, s History”, Acta
Classica, Vol. 34, (1991),p. 33; Gries, K.,“Livy, s Use of Dramatic
Speech”,TheAmericanjournalofPhilology,Vol.70,No.2,(1949),pp.12
2-123;Jaeger,M.K.,“Custodia Fidelis Memoriae: Livy, s Story of
M.Manlius Capitolinus”, Latomus, T.52, Fasc.2, (1993), pp.350-
351.

(3)_ Culhane,P., “Philemon Holland,s Livy: Peritexts and Contexts”,

Translation and Literature, Vol.13,No.2,(2004),p.271.
G Ly (3 iy Lgald () callinl) i) iy o Adlpa (b Gusid sl _ (%)
Sulla M UG e A cldgall o3 fpud culsy (Aabiiugy) ikl diep aa
Quintus Claudius Quadrigarius ¢ uslagdss GugagdS (usiiios B Al
il aaSU Alglis 8 daalgl ABNY Gapeny ¢
Lushkov,A.H., “Narrrative and Notice in Livy, s Fourth Decade: The
Case of Scipio Africanus”, Classical Antiquity, Vol.33, No.1,
(2014),p.102; Scholz,U.W., “Annales und Historia(e)” , Hermes,
Bd.122, H.1, (1994),p.66; HansesM., “Summo Genere Gnatus:
Aristocratic Bias in Quintus Claudius Quadrigarius”, Rheinisches

Museum Fur Philologie,Bd.154. H.2, (2011), pp. 152-154,159;

Pausch,D., “Der Aitologische Romulus: Historisches Interesse und
€«€c€
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>>=>
Literarische form in Livius, Darstellung der Kongiszeit”, Hermes,

136, H.1, (2008), p.40.

(1)_ Sailor,D., "Dirty Linen Fabrication and The Authorities of Livy
and August”, Transactions of the American Philological
Association ( 1974-2014), Vol.136, No.2, (2006),p.330; Burck,E.,
"Livius und Augustus", Lllinois Classical Studies, Vol. 16, No. 1/2
(1991),pp.269-270.

(2)_ Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,ll1,26-29; Dio Cassius, Roman History,
Earnest Cary. Herbert Baldwin Foster. William Heinemann,
Harvard University Press. London; New York. 1914, LIII,4-13;
Vasaly,A., “The Quinctii in Livy, s First Pentad: The Rhetoric of
Anti- Rhetoric”, The Classical World, Vol.92,No.6,(1999),p.527.

(3)_ Syme,R., “Livy and Augustus”, Harvard Studies in Classical
Philology, Vol. 64, (1959),p.69.
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(1)_ Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, X11,1,11-14.
(2)_Polo, The Tyrant Must Die, p.83.

(3)_ Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, XI1,2,1-3.
(4)_ Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, XI1,2,3-7.
(5)_ Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, XI1,2,8.
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(1)_ Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, X11,4,1.
(2)_ Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, XI11,4,2.
(3)_ Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, XI1,4,3-5.

(4)_ Dionysius Halicarnassus, Antiquitatum Romanae, XI11,4,4.
(5)_ Lintott, “The Tradition of Violence in the Annals of the Early

Roman Republic”, Historia: Zeitschrift fur Alte Geschichte, Bd.19,
H.1,(1970),p.13; Forsythe, G., A Critical History of Early Rome
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From Prehistory to the First Punic War, University of California

Press, 2005, p.241.

(1)_ Pinsent,]., “Cincius Fabius and The Otaciliii”, Phoenix, Vol.18,
No.1, (1964) ,pp.28-29 Scholz,U.W., Annales und Historia(e) ,p.78;
Polo,F.P. "Die Nutzliche Erinnerung: Geschichtsschreibung " Mos
Maiorum” und die Romische Identital" , Historia: Zeitschrift fiir
Alte Geschichte, Bd. 53, H. 2, (2004).pp.148,153.

(2)_ Broughton, The Magistrates of the Roman Republic, Vol.1,p.,492;
Mommsen, T. Romische Forschungen, Berlin Weidmannsche
Buchhandlung,1879, p.204.

(3) Fox, M.,"Dionysius, Lucian, and The Prejudice Against Rhetoric
in History”, Journal of Roman Studies, Vo0l.91,(2001),pp.76,87;
Peter,C., "Dionysius von Halikarnass und Livius", Rheinisches
Museum fum Philologie, Vo0l.29,(1874),p.541; Shutt,R.J.H,
"Dionusius of Hailcarnassus", Greece &Rome, Vol.4, No.12,( 1935),
pp-141,149-150.

(4)_ Peter, Dionysius von Halikarnass und Livius,p.514; Hill,H.,
“Dionysius of Halicarnassus and The Origins of Rome”, The
Journal of Roma Studies, Vol.51, Part,1and2,(1961),p.88.
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(1)_Kaplow, Creating Popularis” History, p.108; Lintott, The
Tradition of Violence, p.16.

(2)_Dionysius Halicarnassus,Antiquitatum Romanae, XI],1,8.

(3)_ Neel,]., “Reconsidering The " Affectatores Regni", The Classical
Quarterly , New Series, Vol. 65, No.1, (2015), pp.235.

(4)_Livius, Ab Urbe Condita,, 1V,13_14; Dionysius Halicarnassus,
Antiquitatum Romanae,XIl,1_4.

(5)_Lowrie,M., "Spurius Maelius: Dictatorship and the Homo
Sacer"”,Citzens of Discord: Rome and its Civil Wars,(2013),

pp-173,176.
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(1)_ Polo, The Tyrant Must Die, p. 75; Glinister, Kingship and
Tyranny,p.24; Kaplow, Creating, Popularis History, p.107.
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(1)_ Glinister, Kingship and Tyranny,p.26.
YYE e cg_élﬁ'&a QZAJZEJ cg.‘:\él.SA sledd _(Y)
(3)_ Glinister, Kingship and Tyranny,p.24.
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