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Developing Al-Azhar University in the Light of
Global Changes and Knowledge Society
A study on Al-Azhar Development Act No.
(103) of 1961 AD

Mohamed Fathi Moussa
Department of Fundamentals of Education, Faculty
of Education, Al-Azhar University, Dakahlia, Egypt.
E-mail: mohamedfathy.2126@azhar.edu.eg
ABSTRACT

The current research aims at developing a proposed
paradigm for developing Al-Azhar University Act No.
(103) of 1961 AD in the light of global variables and
knowledge society. It also aims at identifying the
most important global variables affecting university
education in general and Al-Azhar University in
particular, and at identifying the most important
experiences of international universities and to
employ their regulations in developing Al-Azhar
University act. The analytical descriptive method was
adopted to achieve the objectives of the study. The
study discussed the most important global variables
affecting university education, it also discussed the
impact of globalization and the general agreement on
trade in services (GATS) and its role in liberalizing
educational services, communication and information
technology, the components and characteristics of
knowledge society, and the new roles of the university
in knowledge society, the financial and administrative
independence of the university, the decentralization
and democracy of university administration, and
academic freedom. The study then discussed some
contemporary international experiences in the field of
university regulations, the most important of which
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are the British University of Hull, the University of
the South Pacific, the International Islamic University
in Malaysia, and the International University of
Africa in Sudan. In turn, Act (103) was analyzed
about Al-Azhar University; the researcher then
developed the proposed paradigm for amending the
articles in light of global changes and knowledge
society. The proposed paradigm also discussed the
goals of the university, the organizational and
administrative structure, faculty members' affairs,
scientific research and knowledge production,
community service and environmental development,
education and student affairs, assessment and
examination systems, and the university's financial
system. The study recommended amending the
organizational structure of the university to include
the Board of Trustees, the University Board of
Directors, the Scientific Council, the College Council,
and the Department Council if each of the vice-
presidents of the university has an assistant in both
Lower and Upper Egypt. The study also
recommended establishing a private university at Al-
Azhar University under the name of The National
University of Al-Azhar in all disciplines with high
social demand whose income is devoted to improving
scientific research and the educational process and
improving the salaries of university employees.
Keywords: Development - Al-Azhar University -
Global Changes - Knowledge Society - Al-Azhar
Development Act No. (103) of 1961 AD.
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