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John Philby's sources in writing Saudi history

Critical analytical study
Omar bin Abdul Rahman Al Sudais

Department of History and Civilization, Imam Muhammad bin
Saud Islamic University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Email: oaalsudays@imamu.edu.sa
Abstract

The Arabian Peninsula occupies a strategic position in the world, as it is
the middle of three continents and overlooks important sea crossings in the
world. The Arabian Peninsula also has a religious status among Muslims.
It is the source of the Seal of the Prophets and Messengers, peace and
blessings of God be upon him, and the beginning of his call, and the
landing site of revelation and the qibla of Muslims, and from it the greatest
state in terms of law, order, and justice was launched, and to it Muslims
travel for Hajj and Umrah. It also enjoys an ancient civilization that
extended from the pre-Islamic era, and the effects of this civilization are
still clearly visible until our present time. In addition to the wealth and
natural resources that the Arabian Peninsula currently enjoys, it has
helped to better develop and strengthen the region. Due to all of these
factors that the Arabian Peninsula had, it has become a subject of interest
to historians and travellers, most notably the traveler John Philby
(Abdullah Philby), who was interested in Arab culture even before his visit
to the island. He learned the Arabic language and read parts of the Holy
Qur’an while performing his work in India. Then the researcher finds him
- due to his connection to and interest in Arab culture - assigned by the
British government to work in Iraq. Because of its need for experts in the
language, he moved quickly and arrived in Basra, and in the year 1335
AH/1917 AD he was assigned to lead a mission to King Abdulaziz, and he
wrote a report about it and submitted it to the British government. This
report was printed under the title (Mission to Najd), and from that period,
trips began. Philby visited the Arabian Peninsula, and his contact with it
did not cease after that.

Keywords.- John Philby, Writing History, Saudi Arabia, Sources.
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