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Abestract:

The Elizabethan theater, specifically the works of the
English  playwright William Shakespeare (1564-1616),
occupied a central space in the theatre of the Kuwaiti director
Suleiman Al-Bassam; this was evident when he presented his
productions, which became famous for the “Arab Shakespeare
Trilogy”, 1. e., “Hamlet” (Hamlet Conference), "Richard III"
(Richard 1l1l.. an Arab tragedy), and "Twelfth Night" (Dar Al-
Falak).

As this was the case, this study sought to study and interpret
the references on which Al-Bassam relied, specifically the
principle of "reproduction™ according to the French sociologist
Pierre Bourdieu (1930-2002), given that theater can only be
achieved through "space" and then Any other signs are added to
it, such as dialogue, characters, lighting, costumes, music, and
other theatrical elements.

The study focuses on how the Shakespearean text was
"reproduced" by Al-Bassam and questions his methods to
design a new and innovative "space"” for an Elizabethan plays.
The study also discusses the restoration and interpretation of
Shakespeare’s dramatic authority by Al-Bassam when he
reintroduced the aforementioned "trilogy"?

The results of the study show the limits and paths of change
brought about by Al-Bassam at the level of: title, fashion,
language, and show space, to present to the Arab public his own
Shakespeare or his creative self-interpretation.

Keywords:

Reproductions, Elizabethan theatre, Shakespeare, Hamlet,
Richard 111, The Twelfth Night, Dar Al-Falak, Suleiman Al-
Bassam.
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°_ See F.E. Halliday, A Shakespeare Companion 1564—-1964 (Harmondsworth:
Penguin, 1964), p. 71. And Alice Griffin, The Sources of Ten Shakespearean
Plays (New York: T.Y. Crowell, 1966).
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