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Abstract
This study aims to clarify the gender representations of virginity in the social
imagination of Egyptians, monitor the practices, actions, and daily demeanors
related to it, and explain the transformations it has undergone through the book
(Women and Sex) by the writer Nawal El Saadawi, because it is abundant in rich
materials about virginity.

In the light of this, the problematic of the study was crystallized in a main
question: How was virginity manifested as a representation and practice in the
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Egyptian society, through Nawal El-Saadawi’s book “Women and Sex”? To
answer it, the study used the qualitative approach, relying on two levels of
qualitative analysis. They are content analysis and discourse analysis of an
intentional sample from the book Women and Sex.

The study concluded several results, the most important of which are the
following:
1- One of the most important representations related to virginity in Egyptian
society is the view of the hymen as a symbol of honor and female completion,
and the gendered reception of virginity comes at the forefront of daily practices
associated with virginity.
2- The patriarchal system is the origin of virginity with its representations and
practices, in an attempt to confront it Nawal El-Saadawi called for avoiding
biological virginity as a measure of honor, for adhering to behavioral virginity in
deed and deed.
3- One of the transformations of virginity is its industrially reproduced in an
attempt to adapt to the loss of the hymen.
The study recommends spreading the concept of correct sexual education in an
effort to spread the Community justice, instead of calling for the absolute
equality of men and women.
key words
Virginity - representations - practices - biological virginity -behavioral virginity -
Women and Sex - Nawal El Saadawy.
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