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abstract:

This study sheds light on the mechanisms and strategies
of treating women and children within Byzantine captives.
It's widely acknowledged that in times of war, great casualties
could be found among the war captives held by both
opposing factions. This reflects the importance of captives in

Byzantine state, as they were regarded as war spoils and
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celebrated upon entering enemy lands. However, the
captivity of women and children carried significant weight
within the Byzantine state. Some campaigns were specifically
dedicated to amassing large numbers of women and children.
The Byzantine campaigns into Islamic territories were not
solely aimed at reclaiming their properties from Muslims;
rather, they had a long-term vision of assimilating a
considerable number into Christianity to secure their loyalty
to the Byzantine state. Their clear objective was to enslave
Muslim captives, coerce them into conversion, and ensure
complete integration into Byzantine society in accordance
with Christian beliefs. This included their exploitation for
domestic work, agricultural labor, and even service in the
Byzantine army. Consequently, Islamic authorities were

eager to send missions to redeem Muslim captives.

Keywords: captives, women, children, Muslims, Byzantines.
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"TheTreatment Of Arab Prisoners Of War in Byzantinum
9th-10th Centuries".
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