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Abstract:
" Artistical Study of Mourning Postures in Syro-Palestine , The
Aegean and Egypt during The Late Bronze and First Iron Ages "
Standing female figurines have been found at Azor, Tell Jemmeh, Tell
Jerishe, and Ashdod; two come from the Lachish region, probably
from Tell *Aitun. All are from Philistine contexts. On the sarcophagus
of Ahiram, King of Byblos, are carved mourning women in the
manner of the mourning figurines of Philistine.
Stylisticaly, they closely resemble the well-known Mycenaean terra-
cotta figurines and show no links with Canaanite tradition. These
Mycenaean lekanai were found in the Mycenaean cemeteries at Perati
and at lalysos in Rhodes. Incomplete examples come from lolkos in
Thessaly, from Naxos, Crete, and Cyprus.
In subject and conception the figurines are very close to the paintings
of mourning women on the pottery Larnakes (sarcophag1) found in the
cemetery near Tanagra in eastern Boeotia.
Having traced the representations of mourning women in the Aegean
world, we may now reconsider their background and origin. The
Philistine and Mycenaean figurines have in common the gesture of the
“hands and the mounting on the krater rim.

- In ancient Egygt the mourning scenes were rather static until the
middle of the 18" Dyn. but during reign of King Amenhotep III the
mourning women start to be shown in motion expressing their sorrow
and grief by strong moves and gestures and face expressions. But also
silent grief is shown for women and men. The same moves and
gestures that are seen in the cultures of Syro-Palestine and the Aegean
can be seen in reliefs and paintings from ancient Egypt. All of these
cultures also have in common that the mourning women play a role in
resurrection after death. Statues of mourning woman are restricted in
Egypt to small knelling statuettes of Isis and Nephtis. The
comparative study has also given an idea for a new interpretation of
female statues from the much earlier prehistoric Negada I culture.
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Lehmann,R.G. Die Inschrift(en) des Ahirom-Sarkophags und die Schachtinschrift des Grabes V in
Jbeil (Byblos),(Mainz),2005(Forschungen zur phonizisch-punischen und zyprischen Plastik,hg.von
Renate BolIl.1.Dynastensarkophage mit szenischen Reliefs aus Byblos und Zypern Teil
1.2),pp.39-53 ;Rehm,E., Der Ahiram-SarkophagMainz 2004(Forschungen zur phonizisch-

punischen und zyprischen Plastik, hg.von Renate BolIl.1.Dynastensarkophage mit szenischen

Reliefs aus Byblos und Zypern Teil 1.1)
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Diringer, D.,Writing, London,1962,pp.114-121;Markoe,G.E.,"The Emergence of Phoenician Art"

Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research No.279(August 1990):13-26)p. 13;

Cook,E.M.,"On the Linguistic Dating of the Phoenician Ahiram Inscription(KAI 1)*, Journal of

Near Eastern Studies 53.1(January 1994:33-36)p.33.

“Donald,V.R.,"Literary Sources for the History of Palestine and Syria:The Phcenician

Inscriptions”. The Biblical Archaeologist(The Biblical Archaeologist,Vol.57,No.1)

57 (1(1994)): 2-19.

*)Montet,P., Byblos et 1 Egypte, Quatre Campagnes des Fouilles 1921-1924, Paris 1928

(reprint Beirut 1998:): 228-238, Tafel CXXVII-CXLI)
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Abstract:

Studying the monuments of various kinds as manuscripts,
carvings, drawings on the walls of temples , statues...etc., which
our ancestors had left to us in Egypt we find that the country had
provided safe and stable family life in Egypt that was achieved by
providing all means of good, respected & kind life to all members
of the family, that was besides making rules and regulations that
protect the family and the rights of each family member, thus the
education was an essential right of each person in the society and
each society has his choices concerning the preferred kind of
education according to their social requirements or even family
requirements (passing a family handcraft to children).

The family house was the base of child raising, thus the
health care was available for pregnant ladies and mothers in ordes
to have healthy born children followed by breast feeding after b
for long duration to insure healthy and well cared child emotios &
connection with mother, they also had breast feeding ladies in case
of inability of mother due to any reason and all this in order &
achieve healthy children, also the family continued its role &
raising their children in all stages of child growth as it was the pisss
where the child acquires his attitudes, morals, treatment with offess.
religion and beliefs. L

Through the stability, strong ties between family membess. &
well as availability of love and mercy within the family a ch&i&
raised to be stable emotionally and psychologically leading &
grown up personalities in all possible correct ways and
leading to a stable society.

The ancient Egyptian was a great husband taking goes
of his wife concerned by her welfare, providing her as well =i
whole family with all their needs both economically =&
emotionally . This was achieved through parental and wise st
advices on how essential to take care of the wife who is the =
a happy stable family, the wife also was so keen. &
respectful to her husband making sure of providing him a&
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of comfort and health care at home to ensure a happy family life
also through parental and wise elders advices and wise words.

Through such great relationship between a husband and a
wife whom are the base of the family the born children conceived
of love are born and taken great care of mentally .emotionally and
health affair by all means during his childhood then is being raised
and educated through his growing up years by both parents learning
wisdom, responsibility, sports, personal hygiene, social morals,
religious morals, and above all the love of the home country and the
importance of serving it and defending it,... etc. all this in order to
produce great generations of men and women serving the future and
building a great nation.

Although Egyptians were so serious and dedicated
concerning their children education, they were also concerned by
their natural needs to play and have fun so they encouraged them to
play and alone and in groups to learn kids means of cooperation
they also cared for their mental developing and intelligence
building by invented playing items and games encouraging fun time
and mental games as well as sports games ( some of the mentioned
playing and game items are exhibited in the Egyptian Museum
,Cairo), some of these games are still practiced up to date and others
are modified but still in use.

The Egyptians also joined their children and taught them
hunting, singing, dancing and ways to have fun and partying with
others as well as socializing with other people, they also treated
both boys and girls equally with no kind of discrimination and this
can be recognized in their art where the family is depicted as a
husband, wife and children both girls and boys side by side in a
family unity filled with harmony ,passion, love and mercy, also a
lot of their drawings depicts the daily life of a family and taking
care of children as sceneries of mothers suckling babies, mothers
combing their daughters hair, a father pampering and kissing his
daughter, and a lot more showing and explaining a lot about their
family life and how important it was for them. as well as how

V4.
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precious and important their children was to them, this was a
method of life found in all families both low, middle, high and royal
social classes where the children were the most important unit in
building the future of civilization and its continuity.

The previously mentioned data provides information showing
that the ancient Egyptians built their civilization that continued for
centuries and left us a treasure of inheritance that should be taken
good care of and their lead should be followed to rebuilt and regain
our great position as a great civilized nation.
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