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Communication theory according to Farid al-Din al-Attar
through his book
-“Mantiq al-tayr ” - Bird Logic ""An Analytical Study"".

Abdel Aleem Mahmoud Abdel Naeem Youssef
Department of Doctrine and Philosophy, Faculty of Islamic
and Arabic Studies for Boys, Qena, Al-Azhar University,
Qena, Egypt.
Email: AbdelAleemYoussif.4119@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

The theory of communication is considered one of the
important theories in Sufi thought in general, as this theory
expresses the journey that the Sufi takes on his spiritual
ascension to connect with the Most High. During this
journey, the Sufi - if he wants to reach - is stripped of all the
veils that hinder his journey towards his Absolute Beloved, so
The Sufi protects himself from the veil of attachment to other
things. The world with its adornments and adornments does
not have a place in his heart.

Sufi must endure the hardships of the road. He takes
himself to struggle, forcing it to do what it does not want, and
preventing it from doing what it desires. Thus, the journey of
communication for the Sufi - which is a moral journey - is a
journey of salvation from the world of matter and nature to
the world of the spirit. So the Sufi departs on his way to the
desired perfection, using the steps of taming the soul, and he
goes through houses after houses. Until he achieves
connection with the manifestation of absolute truth in his
heart.

If the theory of communication occupies an important
dimension in Sufi thought in general, it also represents a
fundamental pillar in the thought of Farid al-Din al-Attar,
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and his book The Logic of the Bird is considered a vivid
picture of expressing al-Attar’s views regarding the theory of
communication. Al-Attar excelled in this book when he
resorted to symbolism to express his Sufi views, so he used
the bird as a symbol for the seekers who aspire to contact the
Most High.

Despite the dominance of the mystical tendency over the
bird’s logic, and the tendency of its discourse towards
functionalism and education aimed at guiding those who seek
it until they achieve communication, the text is overflowing
with artistic aesthetics and wonderful poetic images, while it
includes the aesthetics of the symbol, which created the glory
of the text and its literary value, despite the fact that its
symbolism It is not immersed in mysteries and mysteries, like
the texts of Sufi literature in general, due to its educational
function. However, Al-Attar worked on decoding his text
with sub-stories that he scattered throughout his system, and
with nice sayings and sayings about previous men of Sufism.
Keywords: Theory, Communication, Farid al-Din al-Attar,
“Mantiq al-tayr” Bird logic, Sufi thought.
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