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The Phenomenon of Restricting Rhymes that Should Be
Unrestricted And Its Impact on Prosodic
Rhythm and Rhyming in Arabic Poetry
Mahrous Al-Sayed Borayyek

Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Qatar University, Qatar
Email: mmohammad@aqu.edu.ga

Abstract

In this research, we discuss the phenomenon of
restricting rhymes that should be unrestricted, both in terms
of composition and creativity. We explore the reasons for
this restriction among ancient poets and its impact on the
prosodic rhythm and rhyme in ancient Arabic poetry. Then,
we examine this phenomenon in the context of Tafilah
poetry, highlighting the manifestations of this restriction,
tracing its origins to ancient poetry, and explaining the
variations resulting from this phenomenon in each poetic
meter. We assess the extent to which these variations are
utilized in the creative process of Tafilah poetry. It is
important to note that the Tafilah poets did not resort to this
restriction to eliminate the end rhymes entirely, but rather

to prevent them from being disturbed completely.

By ‘absolute rhymes' in this research, we refer to
rhymes ending in 'Alif," "Waw," or "Ya," without the absolute
rhymes ending in 'Haa." The restriction is imposed by
pausing these absolute rhymes with a sukoon (non-
vocalization) after omitting the three vowels caused by the
three vowel marks. Omitting "Haa' is not permissible.*

Keywords: Rhyme Restriction - Poetic Composition -
Rhythm - Poetic Rhythm - Renewal of Poetic Rhythm.
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