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 Consensual, non-partisan democracy from the perspective of Kwasi 

Wiredu: A study in African philosophy 

Abstract :  

This study aims to try to identify the nature of the non-partisan consensual 

democracy that Wiredu promoted in most of his philosophical writings on the one 

hand, and to try to identify to what extent non-partisan consensual democracy can 

be applied to contemporary African societies on the other hand? To achieve this 

goal, it was necessary to unveil: the concept of democracy, its forms, and its nature 

according to “Wiredu”, his position on Western democracy, his perception of non-

partisan consensual democracy, and to know why “Wiredu” calls for a return to 

the consensual, non-partisan democracy that exists in traditional Akan society, 

besides knowing the mechanism for applying consensual, non-partisan democracy 
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to contemporary African societies, as claimed by Wiredu. To achieve this goal, the 

researcher relied on the analytical and the historical methods when necessary. This 

is to present what “Wiredu” means by consensual democracy, its nature, and the 

mechanism of its implementation. This will become clear through this study. 

Keywords: democracy, consensus, majority, minority, deliberation, colonialism, 

consensual democracy, governance. 
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