Faculty of Urban & Regional Planning, Cairo University Journal of Urban Research, Vol. 48, Issue 2, April 2024

Received 2 September 2023: accepted 6 December 2023.
Available online 11 December 2023

Odall A Gluadl AL Cppatl dadl jal) A jad) ) glae Jiud B3 gikal) 4y puaal) cilalesal) JMacial
4 paal)
e daa) b daaa G
gbeally L gl 01 5 snigl] Aaal) ApapalSYL - 4y jlanall Dunigh ansy o y2e
eng_nermen2006@yahoo.com

ua&.hll

Ghliadl Iy ) Caagd Al e all AS el slae (e ) 28 4 paall Gaal) gl Y @l gl 8
@w@\ﬁc@ﬂ\ub@\wmdﬂ\@ww‘j Jj‘)d\dsu.«d;‘gdsﬂ\ﬁ);d*wjm_u\fﬂ‘
Sy hlie ) cilalal) @lli g by ¢ 5 pend) ol adad ) o) Lglind B3 sike 3300 jee Cilalie 314
1) sy Ll 5 ¢ il 5 e yaall (5 sle clalisal) lli Cinpual Lisladal 5 ¢ Al Cglill T jaiaa g cilalaall
lalid) 03a Jgas 40lSa) Jlée ) s eclabosall i) an il e AladSl¥) A e aly 53 5 8 paall (ual Y
) AL e st g (g paall Jaisall 2023 Cilalise ) 52 g8l
) AL fuatl A28 yal) A jal) ) glae Jaud 33 g8l Ay jeaal) cilalidl Painy jUa) delua ) Chaall Caagy
olal) shalia g S jee Jlail Jalss ) Lobai) 5 g 5 Lo Laia) duiaia 5 i &5 gl g Wil jae Aleald (3lalic (e Lely gai
) (g bl b ol g Annal) Al pend) (3laliall iy pudtia 5 loadly Al S
38 5all A8 Al glae Jand 82 ssial) chlaliad) diala 53 gidall 4y panl) cilalidl) d);u\_ud\ﬂm\)a\_\;ﬂ\‘fm
Cilalowll UMJM c..a;l\ M\Jae.au,‘\_, u.n.\:d\ MLUU.\.HA.JA.ALJ\ lalill r,.\mﬂmql.d\ Sland! M\JJ} L@.\.\AM}
22l 1A e Jaiad 315 "saaal) jean A" e S il 5 jean 8 dxdi ) AS el slae Jiud da8) gl & puaal)
45);.“J}\Aﬁds.u\‘\:v)aﬂ\uhw\JMYMM\WY\UAM%M\JJG\J;})_)J\AAS\;.“.\UA
JBaany T la) Canl) aum g Agallall 5 Adaall Gl jal) AT (o jlaal) Jalal 5 2 ylaill Zud 5ol S ey Al al)
LKLY 5 slaal) Gl galall a8l Al e YA (e dadi yal) AS Al glaa Jaud 53 5884l &y paall cilabiuall
Alli e Canlill Aalatine 4 i blail A1 i) daliad) Glaal yaads Lelind 35 il clalall 4 sl
A paddl Gl A Glaal) ALE (e Gpuat g Glalall

Aalainal) alall 53 ga ¢ iand) AL cAadi yall AS Al ) glae 83 gikall Ay puaal) Cilaliall sAgalibal) cilalst)

Utilization of Lost Urban Spaces below the Elevated Movement Axes to improve
Livability in Egyptian Cities
Nermen Mohamed Said Ahmad Matter
Lecturer, department of Architectural Engineering, Modern Academy for Engineering and
Technology, Maadi.

Abstract

In recent years, Egyptian cities have witnessed the implementation of several elevated
movement axes, which aimed at connecting urban areas and facilitating transportation while
addressing traffic issues. However, these axes have posed numerous urban challenges.
Urbanistically, they have created lost urban spaces below them disintegration the urban fabric.
Environmentally, these spaces have transformed into waste accumulation zones contributing to
environmental pollution. Socially, these spaces have become shelters for criminals and
homeless individuals. Economically, the unofficial use of these spaces has resulted in the
wasteful utilization of valuable land, and overlooking the potential transformation of these lost
spaces into areas that contribute to the urban environment and enhance livability.

The research aims to formulate a framework for utilizing the lost urban spaces below the
elevated movement axes to enhance livability. This involves transforming these spaces from
urban separation zones, environmentally polluted, socially deprived, and economically wasted
zones into vibrant urban connection points and lively meeting areas, environmental breather for
surrounding urban regions and economic attraction points.

The research is based on a literature review of lost urban spaces, particularly those below
elevated movement axes, and their significance. It studies the physical characteristics for
designing public spaces to improve livability. The current status of urban spaces below elevated
movement axes in Egypt is examined, with a focus on "Heliopolis" as it has recently

20


mailto:eng_nermen2006@yahoo.com

Faculty of Urban & Regional Planning, Cairo University Journal of Urban Research, Vol. 48, Issue 2, April 2024

experienced the impact of these axes. An analytical study of some global examples of utilizing
lost urban below elevated movement axes is conducted. Through theoretical study and
comparative analysis of local and global case studies, the research establishes a framework for
utilizing lost urban spaces below elevated movement axes. This involves studying the physical
composition of these axes, exploring the urban potential of the spaces below them, and
identifying stakeholders who stand to benefit, to create sustainable development patterns that
align with these spaces and enhance livability in Egyptian cities.
Keywords: Lost urban spaces, Elevated movement axes, Urban Livability, Quality of Life,
Sustainability.
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