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Distribution of Urban Centers on the
Cairo/Alexandria Desert Road a Study in Settlement
of Geography

Abeer Ibrahim Ali EImaghraby

Department of Geography, Faculty of Humanities, Al-
Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt.

E-mail: abeerelmaghrabyl@gmail.com

Abstract:

The Cairo/Alexandria Desert Road is one of the most
important regional roads in the Arab Republic of Egypt,
which connects the cities of Cairo and Alexandria. The
state paid attention to this road in the second half of the
twentieth century in order to achieve agricultural and
urban development and to relieve pressure on the city of
Cairo due to population increase, and then extended it,
Six cities, some of which are ancient and some of which
are modern, exist for the purpose of industry, agricultural
reclamation, or urban development. They are all located
to the west of the Cairo-Alexandria Desert Road, except
for Sadat City, Rural urbanization has also extended
along the road, and the number of rural villages and
estates extending on both sides of it has reached 28, A
village that was established due to the dominance of
agricultural activity after the reclamation of agricultural
lands, especially in the northern part of the
Cairo/Alexandria Desert Road, Tourist villages and
compounds also extended on the road, They number 7
villages and 17 compounds, and most of them are
concentrated in the southern part of the road on the
eastern and western sides, It is characterized by
Urbanization on the Cairo/Alexandria Desert Road is
sparse and random, It has a linear pattern that extends
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along the road, There were several factors that helped

attract urbanization and distribute it in this way on both
sides of the road, including what is natural, such as
terrain, contour lines, and soil, and what is human, such
as transportation routes, The network of waterways and
boreholes, and economic activities.

Keywords: Urban Centers, Urban Distribution, Divergent
Pattern, Random Pattern, Urban Attraction.
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