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The Relationship between L2 Arabic Language Learners’
Learning Experiences With Their Perceptions about Arabic, Its
Linguistic Structure and The Attitude Toward it

This study aimed to uncover the nature of L2 Arabic Learners’
perceptions about Arabic in terms of its linguistic structure, value, and
the attitude toward it, and determining whether L2 Arabic learners’
learning experience (involving the extensive program of the institute) is
related to the nature of their perceptions about Arabic. The sample was
185 multinational students, drawn purposefully from the one-year
extensive program (beginning level, 1, to advanced level, 4) in the
Arabic Linguistic Institute in the main campus of King Saud University
in Riyadh, in the Academic year of 1444H. The results showed that the
formed perceptions of this population about Arabic, as revealed by the
mean values, were, to some degree, was not positive, and that was for all
program levels, and on all surveying axis/factors: linguistic structure,
value, and attitudes. However, by examining the responses and
frequencies for the items separately, no uniformity /homogeneity was
found. That is, despite the mean value which indicate either positive or
negative perceptions toward Arabic, there were some disparity in the
data between agreement and disagreement on their response to the survey
items. Since the mean value is very sensitive to the outlier values, which,
for more interpretation, requires examining the responses within the
items per se, therefore, a follow-up study with a large sample, and
blocking them on the language family they belong to, is recommended in
order to legitimizes the generalizability and to uncover the source of the
none positive attitude/perception toward Arabic.

Keywords; perceptions, Arabic linguistic structure, L2  Arabic
Learners, value, attitudes,
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