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Political Torture in Brazil (1964-1985)
Dr. Hoda Mahmoud Elsayed Shahat
PhD in modern and contemporary history
Faculty of Arts - Assiut University

Abstract

Brazil is one of the largest countries in area and population on
the continent of South America. Brazil was discovered in 1500
AD. Many events took place that shaped the state of Brazil, and
this was clearly evident throughout the periods of its history. It
was governed by successive governments and the intervening
periods in its history, such as the period of military dictatorship
from 1964 to 1985. This period witnessed many events that
indicate the extent of the dictatorship of the ruling regime through
the presidents of that period. That period indicates the political
repression that Brazil witnessed and how Brazil faced any
opposition to the ruling regime by any means possible. One of the
means of political repression is torture. Political torture in Brazil
was a feature of the military dictatorship era 1964-1985. In that
era, Brazil used various types of torture, including physical and
psychological torture. Inhumane methods and methods were used
during the interrogation of the accused. The policy of torture was
carried out by the executioners of that period, including army and
police commanders, and some doctors cooperated with them.
Despite this, there was opposition to the use of torture by the
Brazilian bishops, Amnesty International and others. The ruling
regime's justification was to work to cleanse Brazil of saboteurs
and those trying to overthrow the regime. The ruling regime also
defended the army and rejected any accusation of using torture in
Brazilian prisons.
Keywords: Brazil, political torture, the left, kidnapping, electric

shocks, the Brazilian army.
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