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Speech and Language Therapy Services for Children with Autism
Spectrum Disorder as Perceived by Speech Training Teachers In the
Makkah Al-Mukarramah Region//

Abhstract

The purpose of the current study was to determine how speech training
teachers (STTs) in the Makkah Al-Mukarramah region view the existing
speech and language treatment services available for children with autism
spectrum disorder (ASD). The study used 118 teachers (47 males and 71
females) to reveal the differences in their evaluations of these services based
on their number of years of experience, number of courses, educational
qualification, gender, and work city. To investigate this study problem, the
researcher used the descriptive survey method. He developed a 34-item
questionnaire to analyse the present services offered in Makkah for children
with ASD along four axes: assessment and diagnosis, training and treatment
programmes, family counselling, and STTs. The results showed a general
satisfaction level with the speech and language therapy services available for
ASD children, with the assessment and diagnosis coming first, followed by
family counselling, then training and treatment plans, and finally STTs.
According to the findings, there were no significant differences in the
responses of the STTs that could be attributed to the number of years of
experience, number of courses, educational qualification, gender, and
geographical area variables, while differences were found based on the
gender variable, with higher rates for female STTs.

Keywords: autism spectrum disorder, speech and language therapy

services, speech training teachers, speech, and language disorders.
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